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EDITORIAL 
HIGHJACKING OF GURU GRANTH SAHIB 

A couple of months ago some self appointed ‘thekedars’ of Sikhi beat up 
members of the publishing house of Jiwan Singh and Chattar Singh of 
Amritsar, Taliban style. Jiwan Singh and Chattar Singh have been 
publishing GGS birs and other Sikh religious literature for a very long 
time. Unfortunately they have also been publishing the fake Sikh literature 
as well, for example, Sri Guru Dasam Granth Sahib. But that is not why 
they were beaten up. Their crime was transporting Birs in a van. They 
were also accused of shipping Birs by sea in containers. In fact this 
prompted the Sikh establishment in Amritsar to send a fact finding team to 
Bombay to inspect containers. However, there was no mention in the press 
of the fact that the Malik brothers of Vancouver, Canada and Los Angeles, 
California have been importing Birs in the containers, along with their 
other merchandise, ever since they got into import business decades ago. 


In 1992 I had brought a Bir of GGS from The Sikh Missionary Society of 
UK. It traveled with me as a carry on. I am certain that the Birs that The 
Sikh Missionary Society of UK distributes also were brought to UK on 
common carrier. It is also likely that they were published by Jiwan Singh 
and Chatter Singh, because, as I have heard, to get a Bir from SGPC five 
bodies have to go to fetch it. In 1993 we ended up ‘loaning’ our Bir, 
temporarily we thought, to the Thath that one of the scoundrel Nanaksaria 
Thug ‘Sant Babas’, Amar Singh Barundi, established in Roseville, 
California. Two other families loaned, temporarily, a harmonium and 
tabla. None of us got them back because this Thug was not in the religious 
business. His business was to con people in the guise of religion. As the 
recent reports indicate even the old man Khushwant Singh has been duped 
by him; or it is also likely that Khushwant Singh is doing the dirty work 
for the RSS by promoting scoundrels like Amar Singh Barundi to malign 
the faith founded by Guru Nanak. 


Eventually in 1995 we replaced that Bir with the one we obtained from 
Satnam Education Trust of Vancouver, Canada, operated by Bhai Jiwan 
Singh and S. Ripudaman Singh Malik. It had traveled in a container from 
Bombay to where it had traveled by train from Amritsar or Delhi and from 
Vancouver transported to California in a Chevy van. But to the 
establishment in Amritsar that is showing disrespect to the Birs of GGS. 
However, there is no disrespect if the same establishment publishes anti- 
Gurmat literature such as blasphemy ‘Gur Bilas Patshahi 6’, distorts Sikh 
History and accepts ‘kanjar kahani’ and ‘kanjar kavita’ as ‘Sri Guru 
Dasam Granth Sahib’. 
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Prof. Darshan Singh, former Jathedar Akal Takhat, has made 
his contribution to this controversy by declaring that the Holy 
Birs could not be sent through shipment. One wonders how 
he got the Bir for his Gurdwara in Toronto and how did the 
turn of the Twentieth century Gurdwaras in Vancouver and 
Stockton got their Birs. 


My attorney, who won our law suit against Amar Singh, was 
Jewish. I asked him if it would be possible for me to get a 
copy of their religious scripture, The Torah. I got it from their 
library, shelved with other books. I also found out that The 
Torah that they use for the service in the Synagogue is not in 
the book form. Scripture is hand written on sheep skin scroll 
and when not being used, is wrapped in silks and housed in 
an elaborate niche behind the Rabbi’s podium much the same 
way as we wrap GGS in Silks and place it on a palki. I 
already had the bible, which is readily available in all the 
hotel rooms in North America, and in 1999 picked up a copy 
of Budhist scriptures from a hotel in Singapore. To complete 
my scriptural collection I needed a copy of The Holy Quran. 
I found that in the store of a Pakistani friend of mine stacked 
on a shelf with other books, movie and music tapes. 


Thanks to the managements of SGPC and DSGMC, Sikh 
religious scholars like Prof. Darshan Singh, multitude of 
uncouth and illiterate clergy and uncaring ‘bhed-chaal’ 
attitude of ‘educated’ Sikhs in Panjab and Diaspora, Guru 
Nanak’s message is not only distorted, it has become a crime 
to publish it. According to The Tribune of December 6, 2007, 
“The Punjab Cabinet today approved the law for prevention 
of printing, publication, storage, distribution and sale of 
Birs of Guru Granth Sahib by private persons except the 
SGPC or those authorized by it. The ‘Jaagat Jot Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib Ordinance 2007’ approved by the Cabinet 
will be converted into an Act through presentation of a Bill 
in the Punjab Vidhan Sabha starting on Monday 
(December 17, 2007)’. Don’t be surprised if the first outfit 
authorized by the SGPC to print and distribute the Birs of 
GGS is the RSS, licensed to take liberties with the text of the 
GGS as they have already done in case of so called Dasam 
Granth, Gurbilas Patshahi 6 and Sikh History. 


How sad that a message with universal appeal transcending 
boundaries of traditional religions, race and geography has 
been hijacked by politicians and priests (that we are not 
supposed to have). That which was supposed to be read, 
heard and deliberated upon has been turned into an idol to be 
only seen and worshipped. Like the Hindu practice of ‘Devi 
Darshan’ we too take GGS out on a procession for a Darshan. 
Like Hindu ‘jagrata’ we too sit through the night listening to 
‘ran savai’ kirtan. Just as the Brahmin had forbidden the low 
caste even to hear the Hindu scriptures we are on target to 
making the reading and listening to Bani in GGS as the 


prerogative of the select few. Hardev Singh Shergill 
sesh ak ok 
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MEDITATION 
Vir Bhupinder Singh, New York 


Mankind has forever been in the quest for peace and 
happiness. To achieve this, different methods of practices 
and rituals have been adopted, but peace and contentment 
still elude mankind. In pursuit of materialistic, worldly and 
selfish motives, mankind has faced enormous mental 
trauma, stress and anxiety. Both religious teachings and 
scientific data indicate that worldly and materialistic desires 
are insatiable and pursuit there of results in restiveness and 
restlessness of body, mind and soul (conscience). 


In this effort to achieve peace, man with limited knowledge 
moved towards meditation of some particular style and 
character. In our endeavor to understand the depth of 
meditation, it is vitally essential for us to know the 
definitions of some of the words and concepts that have 
been used in this article. 


The conscience is defined in the Thesaurus dictionary in the 
following ways: 


e =the faculty, power, or inward principle which 
decides as to the character of one's own actions, 
purposes, and affections, warning against and 
condemning that which is wrong, and approving 
and prompting to that which is right; the moral 
faculty passing judgment on one's self; the moral 


sense. 
e As science means knowledge, conscience 
etymologically means self-knowledge . . . but the 


English word implies a moral standard of action in 
the mind as well as a consciousness of our own 
actions. 

e Conscience is the reason, employed about 
questions of right and wrong, and accompanied 
with the sentiments of approbation and 
condemnation. It is common to all men. 

e The awareness of a moral or ethical aspect to one's 
conduct together with the urge to prefer right over 
wrong: Let your conscience be your guide. 

e The part of the superego in psychoanalysis that 
judges the ethical nature of one's actions and 
thoughts and then transmits such determinations to 
the ego for consideration. 


The concept of God — the concept that God is an Eternal 
Action or Process and not a ‘“‘thing’’ separated from its 
parts. It is the source of all aspects, of every thing and 
therefore all matter and energy. It is the primary cause of all 
action in physical reality. 


The Universal Truth / Perennial philosophy (ageless 
wisdom) — the common, esoteric (subjective, interior) 
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elements found in all of the world’s great religions, stripped 
of the exoteric (objective, exterior) dogmas, ritual, and 
ceremony. Though different words may be used to express 
them, the Universal Truths behind them are the same. 

e God is the Primary Source of all consciousness 
(primary cause, omnipotence) 

e God is contained within all matter and energy, 
including you and I, in all times and all places 
(omnipresence) 

e God is ineffable, formless, of infinite awareness, 
understanding, and insight (omniscience) 

e Laws of nature are equally applicable to all beings in 
this creation, i.e. basic anatomical, physiologically, 
pathological etc. principles of universal truth are 
common to all humanity. All matter is constant in its 
properties and characteristics. The physical and 
chemical laws governing nature will be constant 
eternally. Laws of nature are the Will of God. 

e Compassion, love, service, interdependence, 
wholeness, and integrity are core values that lead to 
fulfilling relationships and healthy, productive 
communities (ethics) 


It is well known that human being is a conglomerate of body, 
mind and soul (conscience), governed by definite and eternal 
laws of nature. Therefore, for the natural functioning of the 
body, no special efforts at meditation are needed, e.g. the role 
of the tongue and teeth are well known in the initial 
processing of ingested food, but no conscious meditation is 
necessary for this function. Similarly, if due to lack of true 
knowledge the thought process of the mind is not creative 
and constructive, keeping in tune with the laws of nature, 
certain reactions produce chemicals that cause mental 
trauma, anxiety and stress conditions that are abnormal states 
of mind and definitely not a state of natural meditation. 


It is a common illusion and misapprehension that financial 
and material gains besides providing bodily comforts give 
happiness and bliss to the mind and soul. Ironically, greed 
and quest for material gains as we see today has delivered 
more stress and anxiety to mankind than happiness and bliss. 
Medical science clearly defines that anxiety, tension, stress, 
irritability and restiveness result in social loneliness and 
withdrawal manifesting as depression in various forms 
besides other unhealthy chronic illness. 


Let us dig deep into the root cause of the above scenario . 
‘Mrigtrishna’, (mirage) is a well known syndrome, a 
delusional state exemplified by the behavior of a deer that 
runs all his life in search of exotic fragrance (kasturi) leading 
to its demise, without realizing that the fragrance existed 
within. Like the deer, man is constantly in pursuit of material 
gains for eternal happiness, while bliss for the (conscience) 
soul is not sought for, forgotten and missing. In this outward 
worldly race, man distanced himself away from the inner 
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center of gravity and as a result delicate balance between the 
body, mind and soul is disturbed. 


Efforts were made to regain this balance but perhaps 
knowledge was limited in this direction, one such effort was 
yogic conventional meditation. Yogic exercises and such 
meditation were successful in aligning body with the mind 
temporarily to a certain extent but a complete failure in 
fixing and awakening the soul (conscience). In fact, this 
kind of meditation does help achieve some of the disturbed 
balance. Imagine wanting to make a full circle turn and 
being able to turn only 180 degrees instead of 360 degrees. 
This partial success in achieving some degree of peace gave 
man a false perception and a deceptive feeling of having 
met the ultimate goal. Yoga and meditation surely bring 
about certain degree of peace and harmonious balance 
between body and the mind but definitely this is not the 
ultimate goal of attaining divinity, spirituality and 
realization of God, which is the only state of never-ending, 
permanent peace in the present life. 


As the peace and calmness attained by conventional 
meditation are short lasting and brief, the underlying stress 
and restiveness imbedded in our mundane lives constantly 
manifest in our actions and behavior. For example in a 
traffic jam tempers run high and impatience is demonstrated 
by verbal abuse and aggression as the tension graph 
escalates. This irritability and impatience exhibited are a 
result of quick evaporation of so-called balance achieved 
during conventional meditation. This manifests as anger and 
mental instability with abnormal breathing patterns during 
panic reactions; this state may be visualized as that of a 
body being orphaned in the absence of a focused mind. 
Therefore in such a situation the body indulges in 
destructive and negative thoughts and actions instead of 
positive and constructive deeds. For the purpose of instilling 
positive and constructive thoughts and deeds, religion paved 
the way for natural meditation to purify the conscience or 
the soul (the faculty, power, or inward principle which 
decides as to the character of one's own actions, purposes, 
and affections, warning against and condemning that which 
is wrong, and approving and prompting to that which is 
right), as explained in the unique message of Guru Nanak 
doctrine by the following verse, 

saev keethee sunthokheeeukhuee 

jinuee sucho such dhiaaeiaa 

Those who live by the Will of GOD are naturally content. 

ounuee mundhai pair n rakhiou 

kar sukiruth dhurum kumaaeiaa 
They do not place their feet in sin, but do good deeds and 
live righteously, creatively and constructively. 


Studying the existing concept of yogic meditation, i.e. 
fixing the mind on tip of the nose or between the eyebrows 
or repetitive recitation of a particular word, the mind is 
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positively influenced in a way so as to suppress the 
continuous tangential outpouring of thoughts but 
significantly the conscience remains untouched. Tranquility 
and serenity attained by yogic meditation are limited to the 
time spent at fixed postures, only to succumb to the 
overwhelming pressures of human evils and instincts of lust, 
anger, ego, pride and attachment. As Guru Nanak doctrine 
explains, 
paath parriou ar baedh beechaariou 

nival bhuangum saadhae 
They read religious scriptures; they practice the inner 
cleansing techniques of Yoga, and control of the breath. 

punch junaa sio sung n shuttakiou 

adhik ahunbudh baadhae 
But they cannot escape from the company of the five evil 
vices; they are increasingly bound to egotism. 


Ie. yogic meditation may control and alter our breathing 
pattern to prolong life but falls short of touching our 
conscience; therefore the evil instincts remain overwhelming 
and are not subdued since these arise from the maligned 
conscience. 


Another salient feature of yogic meditation is the art, 
technique and ability to concentrate, but this has failed to 
actually alter and constructively mould our life style. To 
understand this let us look at the ability of ‘crane’, a bird that 
in order to capture the feed, has an inherent natural ability to 
concentrate and fix its sight so as to pounce on the prey at 
first sight. Yogic practices and meditation attempt to bind the 
body and mind in a similar fashion as the crane concentrates, 
but such minds easily succumb to any lustful external 
stimulus of greed, anger, attachment etc. This is so because 
the meditation had in no way stimulated and awakened the 
conscience. Obviously such meditation is of limited benefit, 
as to some extent it helps alleviate the stress and tension but 
has no role to play in the creative constructive moulding of 
our minds and thought process. This moulding of the 
conscience is essential foundation for creative thoughts round 
the clock while performing activities of daily life, therefore 
meditation needs to be redefined and revisited as exemplified 
by Guru Nanak doctrine, 

oothuth baithuth sovuth dhiaaeeai 
While standing up, and sitting down, and even while asleep, 
be tuned with God. 

maarag chuluth hurae har gaaeeai 
Walking on the way of life, moment-to-moment live by 
Godly qualities. 


In the above verse, Nanak explains the spiritual and religious 
meditation in a natural form that is not bound by time, place, 
posture, position and special breathing practices; meditation 
that is incessant, permanent, constant and continuous and that 
purifies and cleans the conscience of the evil vices. As a 
direct corollary of the above, arises the concept of universal 
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religion that does not pertain to any particular group of 
people, particular geographical area, sect or cult but can be 
practiced by all people at all times to live spiritually, attain 
divinity and state of realization of GOD. 


To understand this concept of natural meditation based on 
universal religion, let us dwell a littke more here. Some 
schools advocate meditation in the early hours of the day, 
adopting a particular posture of the body, breathing 
exercises, for a definite time period; disqualifying and 
making it impossible for some people to abide by these 
criteria due to their life styles; e.g. individuals doing active 
duty during the night or early morning hours, persons with 
physical disability unable to maintain fixed physical posture 
or any other reason. Therefore this practice cannot be 
universal. 


Also if people wanting to realize God practice conventional 
yogic meditation by being confined to a particular place, 
adopting fixed physical postures for specified time period, 
then imagine who will run the daily household chores, 
community affairs, industrial activity and other economic 
developmental processes. Similarly particular days for 
meditation are meaningless, e.g. some people meditate and 
do not work on fixed days. What if they or their family 
member needs medical attention on a particular day or if 
they visit the doctor’s office and find the doctor away on a 
meditation holiday, how would they feel? Therefore the 
above notion and concept of conventional meditation is not 
universally acceptable. 


Some evidence exists that conventional meditation has 
benefit to alleviate the psychosomatic diseases, such as 
stress, tension states and anxiety, but we are in search for 
that spontaneous, effortless and natural meditation that is 
part and parcel of our daily lives and keeps us away from 
the evil vices and instincts, like lust, greed, anger, ego and 
attachment. 


Guru Nanak doctrine explains this with the following verse, 
haath paao kar kaam subh 
cheeth nirunjun naal 
With your hands and feet, do all your work, but let your 
conscience remain with the Immaculate Lord. 


This gives inspiration to the concept of universal religion 
that follows the knowledge of universal truth, leading to 
natural meditation that is spontaneous, effortless and natural 
and knows no time, place, and special physical posture and 
is not confined to a particular cohort of people and be 
accepted by all and effortlessly performed twenty-four hours 
a day, 365 days a year and is incessant, permanent, constant 
and continuous. This renders meditation in a more practical 
and pragmatic sense. In this way by imbibing true 
knowledge on one’s conscience meditation can _ be 
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incorporated into our daily routine activities and living and 
not be a thing of isolation and confinement. 


Another sect of people believed that renunciation of the 
material world is a prerequisite for meditation there by 
achieving peace for the body, mind and soul.In this context, 
Guru Nanak doctrine explains by the verse, 
ashul shulaaee neh shulai 
neh ghaao kuttaaraa kar sukai 
The material world in itself is benign, undeceiving and 
cannot cause any wound. 
Jio saahib raakhai thio rehai 
eis lobhee kaa jeeo ttul pulai 
As our Lord and Master keeps us, so do we exist. The soul of 
this greedy person is tossed this way and that in pursuit for 
material gains. 


The above verse describes the incipient relationship man has 
developed with the material world, there by increases 
awareness that it is not materialism (maya) at fault in making 
us corrupt and deceitful but the deficiency lies in our 
perception and acceptance of the laws of nature as the Will of 
God. This rejection of the Will of God is because of 
preconceived ideation in our week and flawed conscience 
that forms the basis of our thought process. 


To understand this further and elucidate this incipient 
attachment and relationship between man and material gains, 
let us consider an illusion. Imagine a person who is walking 
ahead of cattle attached to him by a rope. A group of people 
walks along side. People belonging to this group akin the 
cattle to the material world and enquire from their preacher 
by making a point, “It does not appear that man is after 
material gains since the person in the illusion is walking 
ahead of and directing the cattle”. The preacher then asks the 
rope attached to the cattle be cut off. When the rope is cut 
off, the cattle run astray and no longer follow the person. 
Now the person referred to in the illusion runs after the cattle. 
Viewing this, the preacher of the group explains the presence 
of a unidirectional incipient bond that exists between human 
beings and the material world. Therefore we have to analyze 
this bond minutely, who is leading who in this relationship. 


To an eye that is not aware of this incipient bond it would 
appear that the cattle is following the person, without 
realizing that the cattle is held and pulled by a rope. The 
cattle can be pulled in any direction at the behest of the 
individual. It is known that for selfish and egocentric motives 
mankind has used money and material, maneuvering it in 
various directions to satisfy the unending and insatiable 
desires of the individual. Money and material appear to be a 
silent and passive spectator in this relationship. 


Clearly the director and the master is the human being under 
the guidance of the conscience, as to how we use this 
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relationship to maneuver money and the material world, to 
be creative, innovative and productive or a to be worthless, 
futile, unhelpful and destructive. Therefore the conscience 
must be awaken and made pure by bathing in true 
knowledge so that our deeds reflect creativity and work for 
the benefit of humanity without any form of discrimination. 
The key word here is creative deeds and this can be 
visualized as the state of realization of GOD. 


Creativity is defined as one of the cardinal Godly 
characteristics as given in Guru Nanak doctrine by the 
verse, 

Karta Purakh 

The creator having created the creation is embedded and 
cannot be differentiated from the creation 


Therefore not being constructive and presence of 
destructive feelings can never usher peace in one’s life; this 
is anything but realization of GOD, and does not touch the 
height of spirituality. 


As per Guru Nanak doctrine, another angle of natural 
meditation is one’s interpersonal conduct on humanitarian 
grounds. Imagine a king with all the power but lack of 
humanitarian feelings and thoughts. Such a king can surely 
rule but not without injustice to human values and 
principles. The presence of humanitarian concerns serves as 
a litmus test for functioning of any administration as well as 
the conduct and interpersonal relationship of its people. An 
illustration from Guru Nanak’s life, where he refused to 
participate in a feast organized by the wealthy Malik Bhago, 
but readily accepted food from a poor and hard working 
Bhai Lalo because he explained that the former employed 
unethical practices while the latter represented hard earned 
bread. An artist illustrates this message by depicting Malik 
Bhago’s bread with the flow of blood and Bhai Lalo’s bread 
with that of milk. The above scenario clearly lays the need 
for self-analysis based on humanitarian grounds, an exercise 
that must be done to define any misgivings in our lives, our 
selfish and egocentric attitudes and behavior and such other 
characteristics that are definitely not natural meditation. 


Before and during the era of Guru Nanak, many a people 
rejected family life and left for the wilderness to achieve 
salvation by yogic meditation. In the jungles, meditation 
was performed by positioning the body in different postures, 
e.g. standing on one leg, crossed legs, recitation of a 
particular mantra and consumption of hypnotic drugs in an 
attempt to focus and collect the mind. 
Guru Nanak’s message in this context is, 

jog sidh aasun chouraaseeh 

eae bhee kar kar rehiaa 

He practices the eighty-four postures of Yoga, and acquires 
the supernatural powers of the Siddhas, but he gets tired of 
practicing these. 
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vuddee aarujaa fir fir junumai 
har sio sung n gehiaa 
He lives a long life, but is reincarnated again and again, 
moment-to-moment; he has not met with the Lord. 


Yogic practices may be helpful in prolonging life, but fail to 
achieve the state of realization of GOD; but what use is this 
longevity if one is dying moment to moment (simultaneous 
reincarnation) by indulging in evil vices. In this regard, Guru 
Nanak increases awareness that without awakening the 
conscience from where the thoughts originate and are 
processed, meditation in any form is futile. Further in support 
of this Guru Nanak doctrine says, 

vin mun maarae koe n sijhee 

vaekhuhu ko liv laae 
Without conquering the thought process, no one can be 
successful and cannot realize GOD. 
bhaekhudhaaree theeruthee bhav thukae 

naa eaehu mun maariaa jaae 
The wandering holy men are tired of of making pilgrimages 
to sacred shrines; they have not been able to conquer their 
minds. 


Furthermore, any amount of conventional meditation cannot 
rid us off the evil vices i.e. lust, anger, greed, ego and 
attachment, only universal true knowledge can direct our 
mind towards spiritualism and a clean conscience. To 
understand this consider an example from common day life. 
As the rider directs the horse using sharp pointers, similarly 
when the mind goes astray, pointers of true knowledge that 
inspire oneself to live within the laws of nature must be used 
to direct the mind. True meditation that can direct the mind 
and conscience must involve the acquisition and assimilation 
of the truth and thereby development of creative and positive 
traits, so that our personality stands out by our qualities. Such 
an individual is a being of these divine qualities that are 
inseparable from the conscience. Guru Nanak doctrine 
explains this to be the state of true meditation, as in the 
following verse. 
ruthae saeee j mukh n morrunn 
ijinuee sinjaathaa saaee 
Those who are one with God never sway away from Godly 
qualities. 
Jharr jharr puvudhae kuchae birehee 
jinuaa kaar n aaee 
The false, immature lovers do not know the way of love, fall 
away from Godly qualities. 


The above verse conveys the message that once divinity is 
achieved and bliss is around us, we are engulfed with love 
and feelings for others and effortlessly follow the path of the 
truth, never to sway away from the creative thoughts. 


On the contrary conventional meditation due to brief control 
over the mind results in spontaneous outbursts and breach in 
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tranquility at the slightest provocation, this may be viewed 
in nature as weakly attached fruits falling off the tree by 
even a small draft of air. This is so because without 
awakening of the conscience with true knowledge and 
acquiring divine qualities we attempt to attain temporary 
peace. 


Having discussed the concept of natural meditation as per 
Guru Nanak doctrine thus so far, it enables us to perform 
our daily routine deeds by neglecting and discarding the 
negative influences of the evil vices and simultaneously 
gaining strength from the positive influences of the 
conscience. If the conscience is truly awakened then it will 
remain unscathed by the evil, sinful, wicked, impious and 
immoral thoughts. This behavior is exemplified in nature as 
the unblemished growth of the lotus flower in dirty and 
filthy waters and yet the lotus flower blossoms naturally to 
its fullest extent and remains unaffected by the dirt around 
it. 


This is explained in Guru Nanak doctrine by the following 
verse, 
jaisae jul mehi kumul niraalum 
murugabaee nai saanae 
The lotus flower floats untouched upon the surface of the 
dirty water, and the duck swims through the stream without 
the feathers getting wet. 


The above thought is further clarified by another verse, 
naanuk sathigur bhaettiai 
pooree hovai jugath 
O Nanak, meeting the True Guru, one comes to know the 
Perfect Way of life, i.e. awakened conscience. 
husundhiaa khaelundhiaa painundhiaa 
khaavundhiaa vichae hovai mukath 
While laughing, playing, dressing and eating with awakened 
conscience, he is liberated. Ie. when we understand the 
concept of universal truth being our guru and guide, then 
fulfilling our daily obligations and duties of the mundane 
life and participating in activities like eating, playing, 
laughing extra, salvation is achieved in the present life itself 
and not after death. 


Guru Nanak doctrine explains this by the verse, 
mooeae hooeae jo mukath dhaehugae 
mukath n jaanai koeilaa 
If You liberate me after I am dead and not in this present 
life, then what use is this liberation to me. 


Let us consider some everyday life situations in people who 
practice yogic meditation. It is observed that even the 
slightest provocation can disrupt the calm and peace since 
the inherent desires and vices are not understood and routed 
out but are suppressed temporarily in the process. For 
example even after meditating for long hours, when we 
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encounter an attractive person on the street our lustful 
feelings rebound in our minds. Also if we ignore the genuine 
needs of the neighbour’s child and devote all our time and 
energy in fulfilling the needs of only our child then the 
concept of true knowledge evades us and fruits of meditation 
are annulled and result in failure of the meditation performed. 
Similarly we are gratified if some body admires and praises 
us, and if we have to face criticism then clouds of anger burst 
like in a thunderstorm, thereby the peace achieved by yogic 
meditation is so fragile and easily shattered. 


Another example from common day life is that as our 
association with others is based on give and take arithmetic, 
i.e. if we are given the opportunity to assist another being, we 
assume that the needy person is obliged for the assistance. 
Now if in an encounter, the deprived individual does not 
acknowledge our help by a saluting gesture, this is obviously 
an unpleasant response disturbing our peace. The above 
behavioral attributes illustrate the temporary and fragile 
nature of conventional yogic meditation. 


In contrast, meditation based on acquisition and assimilation 
of true knowledge, enlightens us spiritually with divinity and 
Godly attributes, there by our love for others and the 
resulting desire to look out for any opportunity to help others 
is overwhelming and there is no expectation in return what so 
ever. This is explained in Guru Nanak doctrine by the 
following verses, 

kaahoo ful kee eishaa nehee baashai 
The true being has no desire for the fruits of his labors. 

kurum kuruth hovai nihukurum 
Performing good deeds, he does not seek rewards. 
this baisuno kaa nirumul dhurum 

Spotlessly pure is the religion of such a being. 


Natural meditation can be practiced through out the day, 
without any domination or any threat to others. In contrast, 
those involved in conventional meditation sell their concept 
by throwing away gimmicks like admission into heaven and 
the scare and threat about transfer to hell after the cessation 
of life. 


Let us study Guru Nanak doctrine’s concept of natural 
meditation from another angle of self-analysis and self- 
recognition. As illustrated in the hymn, 
mun thoon joth suroop hai 
aapunaa mool pushaan 
O my mind, you are the embodiment of the Divine Light - 
recognize your own origin and purpose. 


The above verse explains that self-analysis and self 
recognition help to dispel the negative feelings and hatred for 
others, do away with anger in our behavior, stop claiming to 
be pious and believer and accusing others of being atheist, 
refrain from pretending to be full of knowledge and putting 
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down others as fools. Self analysis based on true 
knowledge, analyses our actions moment-to-moment and 
enables us to be non discriminatory. 


Further exploring self-analysis we have to assess our 
attitude, manner and feelings towards others. Are we 
enmeshed in the thoughts of social castes, outward beauty 
and ugliness, rich and poor and other forms of worldly 
differentiation? If the answer to the above question is yes, 
then definitely we are not in a state of natural meditation. A 
verse from Guru Nanak doctrine: 
buraa bhulaa thichur aakhudhaa 
jichur hai dhuhu maahi 
He calls others bad and good, as long as he is in duality. 


The message here is that if we are involved in the game of 
differentiation it is imperative that duality is being exhibited 
in our behavior. The differentiation of social beings into 
classes on the basis of status, financial assets, rich and poor, 
beautiful and ugly is obviously man made and changes from 
time to time as per individual convenience. It is in 
construable that any form of differentiation is God made, 
whom we consider impartial, has no enemy and is divine 
and pure. 


In the light of true knowledge of the laws of nature and 
living by them, if we dig deep into the behavioral aspects of 
mankind we find that definite synergy exists amongst the 
various evil instincts and vices. With natural meditation, the 
conscience is awakened to the presence and destructive 
nature of the evil vices, ie. lust, anger, greed, ego and 
attachment. One who lives by natural meditation 
understands the laws of nature and Godly attributes, thereby 
does not need to suppress any evil thoughts at any time but 
the urges and the energy that would have otherwise been 
used for selfish and material gains are now channeled for 
creative purposes for the benefit of humanity. 


To understand these productive and creative channeling 
systems for various forms of energy, let us study the 
principle of conservation of energy by Helmholz. This 
principle states, in effect, that the total amount of energy in 
any given system is always constant, that energy quanta can 
be changed but not annihilated, and consequently that when 
energy is moved from one part of the system it must 
reappear in another part. The progressive application of this 
principle led to the monumental discoveries in the fields of 
thermodynamics, electromagnetism, and nuclear physics 
that have so comprehensively transformed the contemporary 
world. 


Let us consider the various energies involved in the body 
system. To begin with, consider the energy of lust. Lust in 
the usual sense of the word is considered as pleasure 
deriving, but it is a natural way to continue the race of 
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mankind and reproduction. Therefore the energy of lust other 
then that used for reproduction would better be channeled for 
constructive and creative activities for humanity rather then 
just sexual gratification. 


Similarly the energy of anger would better be utilized to fight 
against injustice in the form of gallantry rather then for 
personal gains; greed for personal needs transforms into 
greed for qualities, attachment develops and flourishes into 
love and affection for others. Egotistic feelings are better 
converted into self-esteem for character building and the 
desire to be constructive and creative. Anyone with 
awakened and a clear conscience, lives with a clean 
conscience, thus effectively uses the internal energy for 
creativity and is not self-centered; this is a state of natural 
meditation. Such an individual truly is a role model for 
others. In this context Guru Nanak doctrine explains by the 
verse, 

ounuee mundhai pair n rakhiou 

kar sukiruth dhurum kumaaeiaa 
They do not place their feet in sin, but do good deeds and live 
righteously, creatively and constructively. 


This translates into life of a role model that travels through 
worldly tides and yet remains untouched and unscathed 
because of the presence of an armor of an awakened 
conscience with transformed high energy yielding creative 
and constructive abilities of the human body as discussed 
above. Thus it is amply clear from the above that a clear and 
awakened conscience is of prime importance and can be 
achieved with true knowledge. This forms the basis of true 
natural meditation. Traveling in life on these lines, one can 
turn around full 360 degrees from a life of greed and 
selfishness towards divinity. Guru Nanak doctrine enlightens 
us with the following verse, 
sooruj kiran milae 
jul kaa jul hooaa raam 
As the rays of light merge with the sun, and water merges 
with water, pious men absorb all Godly qualities. 
Jothee joth rulee 
sunpoorun theeaa raam 
With Godly qualities one moves towards perfection. 


Such a compassionate person full of love and affection 
appears to exactly fit into the dimensions of an ideal human 
being as designed by our supreme creator; devotes all 
resources of body, mind and soul towards creative and 
constructive development of humanity. Such understanding 
of the laws of nature (Will of God) will render our 
conscience transparent, enabling us to be in a state of natural 
meditation constantly. Alas, if we could all understand this 
concept and research further so that we can always be present 
in this state of natural meditation effortlessly and experience 
the state of realization of God; thus quenching the thirst for 
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permanent peace and happiness alluded to at the beginning 
of this article. 


oh KK 


UNDERSTANDING JAPJI 
By Karminder Singh Dhillon PhD, Kuala Lumpor, Malaysia 


This article is the first of a series that attempt to explain the 
essence of Japji. This introductory article provides an 
overview of the Banee which is a composition of Guru 
Nanak. The Japji is the first Banee of the Sikh’s daily 
nitnem. When Guru Arjun, the Fifth Master compiled the 
Guru Granth Sahib, he chose to include the Japji as the first 
Banee, immediately following the Mool Mantar. (For a 
grammatical and philosophical explanation of the Mool 
Mantar, please refer to previous editions of The Sikh). 


The name of the Banee is Jap — pronounced with a short “a”, 
almost like “Jup.” If the vowel “a” is pronounced in full, the 
pronunciation becomes the name of another Banee — which 
is the composition of the Tenth Master, Guru Gobind Singh 
Ji, namely Jaap. Both names have different grammatical 
origins. Guru Nanak’s Jap, written with an aungkar below 
the letter “p” is a noun. It can be turned into a verb either by 
adding a sihari to the letter “p”, or by adding a kenna to the 
letter “J”, thus turning it into the word Jaap. Both the titles 
mean different things. Jaap is a sadhna — an activity of 
repetitious remembrance that is undertaken or performed 
consciously with effort. When Jaap is done over and over 
again with full concentration of the mind, the mantar settles 
into the sub-conscious. After the sadhna, the Sikh then 
begins to hear the mantar being recited — almost by itself — 
from within the sub-conscious - just like an echo 
reverberating on its own without the need for the original 
sound. Or just like how a particular song or music 
reverberates in the inner ears of an ardent listener even long 
after the song or music has been turned off. How well the 
mantar reverberates and how long it reverberates is directly 
dependent on the level of concentration applied by the Sikh 
during the Jaap process. If done with complete dhyaan, the 
reverberation can continue the entire day, even into the 
sleep state. 


Uuthat Baithat Sovat Jaagat, Eh Man Tujhe Chitarey. GGS page 820 
My Mind reverberates in your rememberance at all times, 
while awake and asleep — Guru Arjun Dev Ji. 


In the world of Gurmat Simran, this reverberating state is 
called Jap. So in essence, one can say that Jaap is done, 
while Jap happens. Sikh Simran thus begins with the 
conscious Jaap, and ends with the sub-conscious Jap. One 
could say that the Simran journey begins with Jaap, and the 
destination is Jap. That is why both Banees are part of the 
daily nitnem of the Sikh. 
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Out of respect, the Sikh world of Banee-lovers added the 
word ‘Ji’ to Jap and the word “Sahib” to Jaap. So we term 
Guru Nanak’s composition as Japji and the Tenth Master’s as 
Jaap Sahib. It is not uncommon, however to even hear Jap 
being reffered to as Japji Sahib. These titles reflect the deep 
love and reverence for these (and other) Banees. 


When attempting to understand Japji — which is the main 
motive of this and subsequent articles — it is helpful to 
understand some basics and discard erroneous and faulty 
beliefs. Most of them have to do with first impressions. The 
objective of doing so is to provide for a fuller and complete 
appreciation of what Japji is all about. Wrong first 
impressions usually hinder the proper and_ fuller 
understanding of the substance. 


The first false impression has to do with the two “firsts” as 
mentioned in the opening paragraph of this article. Because it 
is the first Banee of the Nitnem, and the first Banee of the 
Guru Granth Sahib, we assume that Jap is a “beginner” 
Banee. Anything that is considered beginner usually has 
some lesser connotations. After all, beginner things are meant 
for beginners. So the first Banee we usually learn as children 
or teach our children is Japji. The composition of Japji is 
short, smooth and captivating so much so that reading it, 
memorizing it and even singing it is easy even for children of 
tender years. Children of 5 years age are known to render 
Japji by heart. Nothing negative about that, so long as the 
other beginner connotations do not come into play. Whatever 
is beginner is usually the easy stuff, or basic. This point can 
be appreciated when considering a book with a title that has 
the word beginner in it such as “English for Beginners.” As 
will be explained in due course, Japji is anything but basic. 
My inclination is that there is no Banee in the Guru Granth 
Sahib that is more difficult than Japji. 


The second false impression is really a derivative of the first. 
Since Japji is considered “beginner” Banee, when we start to 
learn the meanings and messages of Gurbani we also start 
with Japji. When Gurdwaras arrange for Katha of Gurbani, 
we ask our Kathakaars to start with Japji. The result is Japji 
has become the most explained Banee, yet remains the least 
understood. Why? Because if you taught / explained 
Einstein’s physics repeatedly to an audience who has never 
been taught Newtonian (or basic) physics, you will end up 
with lots of explanations but little understanding. It is like 
teaching Shakespeare to those who have not been exposed to 
literature. We think that because the composition is short 
(some lines are just four words — Asankh Jap, Asankh Bhao 
for instance, and because children can read and memorize 
and narrate, then the meaning must also be at the level of the 
beginner. What can be so complicated about a four word 
line? Ironically, what makes Japji so easy to read, recite and 
memorize, also makes it extraordinarily deep, rich, 
contextual and philosophical. In other words, what makes it 
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the easiest Banee to recite, also makes the most difficult to 
grasp. 


The third false impression is tied intrinsically to the above 
two impressions. Sikhs have often asked the question as to 
the “when” of a particular Banee and Shabad. When was 
Japji written by Guru Nanak? When and under what 
circumstances was a particular shabad created by a 
particular Guru? To some this “knowledge” is more 
important than the message itself. This misplaced curiosity 
has created a huge market for some half past six 
“parcharaks” to manufacture story after story — some more 
ridiculous than fiction — that “document’ the “history” of 
particular Banees and Shabads. Voluminous texts exist that 
capture such unverifiable “history”. By way of example, 
Bhagat Kabir has a slok on page 1369. This slok has poetic 
numerals in it - One, Two, Four and Six - to explain how 
one vice (augan) is connected to the other. The salok reads: 
Ek Maranty Do Muey, Do Murantey Chaar. Chaar 
Marantey Chey Muey, Chaar Purakh Doe Naar. The 
“history” of this salok is supposed to be one of Kabeer 
witnessing a hunter killing a deer. The hunter kills one, is 
simultaneously bitten by a snake, which itself is killed by 
the dying hunter’s weapon falling on the reptile. The dying 
doe happened to be pregnant, carrying three offspring — all 
of whom die, making the number killed to six. Kabeer is 
supposed to have seen this one-in-a-million chanced event 
and composed his salok. The tale is as fictitious as the 
dragon in the skies swallowing the sun every night. It is 
half-baked because the dead snake’s state of “pregnancy” 
was neither verified nor discounted!! More than that it 
distracts from the real meaning of the Salok, cheapens it, 
and renders it to the level of mythology. It also creates an 
element of irrelevance. The thinking Sikh of today can say — 
well that salok was meant for that particular hunter, that 
particular scene — therefore it does not concern me. In such 
“history” of Gurbani, some shabads were rendered under 
particular trees, to certain people or groups of people, in 
village x,y,z and so on. Such stories take up the bulk of 
Gurbani Katha in some cases, allowing only cursory 
mention regarding its actual message in the final few 
minutes of the Katha. My inclination is that this “history” 
being unverifiable is largely irrelevant. It is of no 
consequence whether a shabad was recited in place A or B, 
on in year X or Y or even by Nanak one or five. What 
matters is the message, and that is both universal and 
timeless. It is the spirituality — the ability of the Banee to 
connect to the Guru and Creator — that is of primary 
importance. That is not to say that the true history of 
Gurbani is not secondarily important or has no place. It will 
be, if presented factually after verifiable research. But even 
then, it will never be of primary importance. 


The third false impression thus creates a third but false 
“first”. In an attempt to answer the question regarding when 
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Japji was composed, the fable writers/presenters have it that 
it was Guru Nanak’s first composition. He composed it after 
he re-appeared from his three-day dive and disappearance 
into the river Vayein. Taken on the surface, this “history” 
adds credibility to Japji — another first. But this narrative falls 
apart when the message/meaning of Japji is considered. Guru 
Nanak performed four Udasis (foot voyages) meeting with 
the Yogis in the northern mountains, communicating with the 
Budhists in Sri Lanka, going to Hindu teeraths east and west 
of India, and meeting with Muslim sages in Baghdad, Mecca 
and Medina. Japji captures these experiences and provides 
expositions about God and the journey to God by drawing 
from these experiences and making comparisons. Guru 
Nanak was fourteen when he dived into the Vayein River 
and had not undertaken any of these udasis. My inclination 
derived from an attempt to study Japji and Gurbani is that 
Japji contains the full essence of Guru Nanak’s life. The only 
way one can fully understand Japji is to first understand the 
rest of Guru Nanak’s Banee. Japji is thus more likely to have 
been written last as the final composition of Guru Nanak. 


My impression is that Japji is the essence of the entire Guru 
Granth Sahib. Its true meaning lies across the breath and 
depth of 1430 pages. In fact pages 8 (where Jap ends) all the 
way to page 1430 is an in-depth explanation of Japji. It is as 
if, Guru Nanak wrote his entire Banee (2026 shabads in the 
GGS), then summarized and condensed them all into Japji, 
and came back in his remaining Jot (life) forms as the other 
Guru Sahibs, to explain Japji in its complete form. Japji is the 
diamond jewel that formed out of a great deal of Godly 
concentration and spiritual contemplation within the mind of 
Guru Nanak. Given the spirituality of Guru Nanak, Jap had to 
happen within Him. It is thus His gift to the world of God 
conscious humanity — to adorn, marvel and be amazed — and 
get connected in the process. The connection happens. Just 
like Jap happens. But the beginning of this happening is the 
Sadhna of Jaap (the rest of GGS). For Jap to happen there 
must be Jaap. The order of these two processes and their 
functions cannot and should not be confused. 


It must be stated here that the order of the processes, 
functions, and messages need not be the same as the order of 
the recitation of Banees. Recitation does not have to follow 
this order. Japji is the first Nitem Banee for daily recitation, 
as decided by the wisdom of the Panth. This follows from the 
ultimate wisdom of Guru Arjun who reversed the order in the 
GGS. Jap — as the final destination, the objective of 
spirituality, and the goal of dharam — is stated first in the 
GGS. This is to enable the Gurbani reading Sikh to have this 
objective within the background of his mental and spiritual 
framework at ALL times while reading the rest of the GGS. 
If one knows where one is going (destination) then the 
journey can become more focused. Having memorized Japji 
at a young age, the Banee remains etched in the psyche 
forever —even if not understood fully. As the Sikh reads 
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Gurbani daily, something or other in the rest of Gurbani 
strikes the Sikh psyche as one more explanatory message for 
Japji. Every day, the extraordinarily deep, rich, contextual 
and philosophical verses of Japji unfold and unravel as a 
result of reading and understanding the rest of Gurbani. A 
Sikh who has understood the relatively simpler but longer 
composition of some sections of Sukhmani, for instance, 
will awaken suddenly to the marvel of having grasped the 
meaning of the first pauree of Japji. 


This brings us to this article. Should we not then be 
attempting to understand other Banees, or even the GGS 
first. Why begin with attempting to explain Japji if, as 
argued above, such understanding is in the final order to the 
process? In some ways, it does appear that this article is the 
result of having fallen prey to the false impressions 
mentioned above. It is, after all, being written as a result of 
requests to do so — which go like this: having written first on 
the Gurmantar, and then the Mool Mantar, it makes sense 
(in terms of the false impressions!) to move on to Japji. 


But the approach of this and coming articles is going to be 
different. This article began with exposing the false 
impressions relating to Japji. This would not have been 
possible had I started explaining Anand Sahib or Sukhmani 
for instance. Within this context, it had to be Japji. Further, 
in the forthcoming articles, Japji will be explained, not so 
much by interpreting the verses of Japji, but by relying 
heavily on other Banees of the GGS - to provide the core 
messages of the Japji paurees. To provide an analogy, it 
would be very much like trying to explain the meaning of a 
short and complicated title — not by relying on the words, 
concepts and structure of the title itself, but expounding on 
the essay that follows the title. Japji is the title of the GGS. 
If nothing else, we would have created an awareness 
regarding the relationship between Japji and the rest of 
Gurbani. 


oh i ok 


EK JYOT: A UNITY OF THOUGHT 
Dr Sarjeet Singh Sidhu, Malaysia; sarjeetsidhu @ gmail.com 





Abstract 

This paper is an attempt at identifying what is meant by 
traditional Sikhism when alluding to the dogma that the Jyot 
of Guru Nanak was transferred to each succeeding Guru, 
and ultimately reposed in the AGGS. 


Introduction 

The majority of people have their faith (religion) determined 
for them by an accident of birth; they are raised in the 
religion of their parents. Without knowing or 
comprehending anything about the faith, they are labeled as 
Christian, Muslim or Sikhs, for example. Barring the few 
exceptional circumstances of adult conversions (not all), 
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each presumes, without any in-depth knowledge of other 
faiths or even their own, that the faith of their birth is the one 
special one. From birth itself individuals are indoctrinated in 
the dogmas of the faith “chosen” for them. The religion may 
start with tales of miracles, something children in particular 
find attractive, related to the founder of the faith, but will 
eventually progress to more serious matters related to what 
may be called ‘articles of faith’. Sikhs, from childhood, are 
taught that the Sikh Gurus, from Guru Nanak to Guru Gobind 
Singh, are one “Jyot” (the common translation of the word is 
“Light”), and that the Jyot is now, for all time, embodied in 
the Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS) [1]. But what exactly 
does this mean? One would have thought that the simplicity 
of the statement ensured that there could be no ambiguity 
about the concept it sought to propagate. And yet the idea in 
that statement is viewed quite differently by different people. 


Views of the Concept 


Jot Roop Har Aap Guru Nanak Kahaiyo; 
Tan Tey Angad Bhaiyo Tatt Seon Tatt Milaiyo 
AGGS, Sorathas, Page 1408 [1] 


This is translated by Manmohan Singh [18] as “God, the 
Embodiment of Light, has caused Himself to be called Guru 
Nanak. From him Angad Dev became the Guru, whom he, 
forthwith, united with the Primal Lord.” 


Literally, “God, the Embodiment of Light, has caused 
Himself to be called Guru Nanak” would appear to suggest 
that God ‘incarnated’ as Guru Nanak, something unthinkable 
to Nanak and to Sikhs. But speaking in purely metaphysical 
terms, the verse may well imply that God (as ‘Light’ / Jyot) 
had so imbued Nanak with His Divine knowledge that the 
plain Nanak became Guru Nanak. This would, to any 
believer, make eminent sense. 


‘From him Angad Dev became the Guru, whom he, forthwith, 
united with the Primal Lord’: this part of the translation, 
however, does pose a problem. It seems to say that Guru 
Nanak, somehow, at a particular moment (forthwith) united 
Angad with God, implying thereby that in an instant there 
was some significant (and presumably physically visible or 
noticeable) change in the persona of Angad upon being made 
Guru. Could there really have been some truly dramatic 
change? Is it possible? Is it probable? 


The same verses have also been translated as “Light of the 
Lord Himself was called Guru Nanak from whom emerged 
Angad similar to him element by element" [17]. Whilst 
Angad could not have ‘emerged’ from Nanak in a physical 
sense, the ‘element by element’ similarity again suggests 
some major transformation in Angad’s persona, upon being 
anointed Guru. 
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In movies when a ‘spirit? of one individual is shown as 
leaving the body to enter another person, it is shown as a 
likeness of the original, in a mist-like form, actually leaving 
the first body and entering into the new one. It would appear 
that many Sikhs have faith in this transfer of the Jyot as 
having a somewhat similar magical (Divinely initiated) 
quality to it. Whilst no one will actually state that it 
happened exactly in the Hollywood way, the implication is 
near similar. “When the time came for Guru Nanak to leave 
this world, Nanak passed on the Light to his disciple Angad 
by bowing to him, and presenting him a coconut and five 
pice and asking Baba Budha ji to anoint him with saffron on 
his fore head. After this Guru Nanak became technically the 
mortal Nanak. The immortal ‘Light of the Lord — Himself’ 
was now with Guru Angad. In the same manner, Guru 
Angad Dev ji passed on this Light to the next Guru in a 
similar ceremony until it reached 10th Nanak, Guru Gobind 
Singh Ji...” [17] 


Even scholars tend to express this idea of One Jyot in 
similar mystic terms without actually clarifying as to what 
exactly it means: “Nanak, the first Master...His spiritual 
self, his very presence, passed into the body of the nine 
Masters who were his successors.” [13]. 


Kohli [12] states ‘The spirit of the founder Guru worked 
within all the successive Gurus. It is recorded in the Var of 
Satta and Balwand in the Guru Granth that with each Guru, 
Guru Nanak changed his body. The spirit of Guru Nanak 
worked in each Guru, therefore each succeeding Guru was 
Guru Nanak himself and as a proof bore the seal of 
“Nanak”. Do we not find the name of “Nanak” in the verses 
of the second, third, fourth, fifth and ninth Guru in the Guru 
Granth? Balwand says, “Guru Nanak bestowed the mark of 
Guruship on Lehna, who had the same light and the same 
method; it was the primal Guru who had changed the 
body.” 


‘The spirit of the founder Guru worked within all the 
successive Gurus.’ If this is taken to mean that each 
succeeding Guru’s general philosophical approach to the 
Divine, and in matters temporal, was akin to / synchronous 
with that of Guru Nanak, it makes sense in the choice of the 
successor at each stage. But what exactly is meant by “it 
was the primal Guru who had changed the body’? Again it 
does seem to imply some physical process involving 
change. This seems apparent from Kuldip Singh’s 
statement: “...Nanak passed on the Light to his disciple 
Angad... After this Guru Nanak became technically the 
mortal Nanak. The immortal ‘Light of the Lord — Himself’ 
was now with Guru Angad.” [17] This “traditional” belief 
appears to have been accepted early in Sikh thought; Bhai 
Gurdas expresses this idea thus: 


“Before he died [Guru Nanak] installed Lehna and 
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set the Guru’s canopy over his head. Merging his 
light in Guru Angad’s light the Sat Guru changed 
his form. None could comprehend this, he revealed 
a wonder of wonders, changing his body he made 
Guru Angad’s body his own. (Var I, pauri 45) [4] 


Once again it appears as if some magical / physical 
transformation took place, such that “None could 
comprehend this, he revealed a wonder of wonders, changing 
his body he made Guru Angad’s body his own’. Given the 
faith of a firm believer, and the era in which it was expressed, 
the language used to transmit the idea is perhaps 
understandable. It is quite possible that the Guru’s followers 
did in fact believe that some ‘light’ had actually passed from 
Guru Nanak to his successor. Without giving it any critical 
thought, this nebulous concept appears to have been passed 
down, using the same vague language, by preachers through 
the years. Equally, the faithful laity appears to have absorbed 
the concept, if at all aware of it, without critically applying its 
mind to what it means. Modern scholars will be hard put to 
defend a concept which implies that some sort of physical 
transformation occurred at each anointment. Indeed Cole and 
Sambhi, after quoting the above Var say “The name and 
body were different but both Gurus were enlightened by the 
same teaching and their message was one”. [4] 


Discussion 

No one today could, with reason, accept that a ‘Light’ (Jyot) 
physically passed from one Guru to another at each 
succession. The “One Jyot” surely refers to another concept. 
It must be an expression, however poetical, of a more natural 
and probable idea. A likely, and probable, explanation is that 
the Gurus were of a similar mind and expressed the same 
ideology / philosophy. Guru Nanak would have seen in 
Lehna the similarity with himself in thought, work ethics, 
faith in the Divine, and the spiritual attainment, to have 
proclaimed him (Lehna/Angad) his successor. In each case it 
would have been the similarity of thought and deed that 
would have resulted in that individual being chosen. It is this 
unity of thought that seemed like a transfer of the 
(metaphorical) spirit (‘Light’) that must represent the concept 
in the “One Jyot”. 


Daljeet Singh [14] says “Like Guru Nanak, Guru Angad and 
the subsequent Gurus selected and appointed their successors 
by completely satisfying themselves about their mystic 
fitness and capacity to discharge the responsibilities of the 
mission”. This means that each successor Guru was chosen 
on the basis of his “fitness and capacity” in the relevant area. 
There was no mystical ‘Jyot’ that was passed down; there 
was no sudden change in the appointee upon his confirmation 
as Guru. After conferring the Guru-ship (‘Gurgaddi’) upon 
Guru Angad, Guru Nanak was in no way (physically or 
spiritually) diminished, nor was Guru Angad enhanced. In 
the short interim when, after the transfer of Guru-ship to 
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Lehna (Angad), both were alive, Guru Nanak would have 
been as much a ‘spiritually elevated’ individual as he was 
prior to the transfer of the Guru-ship. In view of this, the 
statement that “Nanak passed on the Light to his disciple 
Angad [and] after this Guru Nanak became technically the 
mortal Nanak [whilst] the immortal ‘Light of the Lord — 
Himself’ was now with Guru Angad” [17] does not sit easy. 
To fit that into Daljeet Singh’s explanation will require 
some other (metaphysical?) interpretation, perhaps 
necessitating some verbal gymnastics. 


It does, thus, appear that the ‘passing of the Jyot’ does not 
imply any physical / mental change in the recipient, and that 
it was nothing more than an announcement that the Guru- 
ship had passed to a new individual, much like the crowning 
of a monarch upon the death or abdication of the wearer of 
that crown. The ‘Jyot’ refers to the apparent unity in thought 
of the Gurus and no more. It is as Daljeet Singh says: 
“Guru Granth Sahib stresses that all the Gurus express a 
single unified thesis, representing the same spirit. Guru 
Gobind Singh has stated that they are all a unity, and 
express the same spiritual ideology”. [15] 


Succession 

Accepting this concept, of the ‘One Jyot’ being a reference 
to a unity of thought, as introduced above, is easier. The 
successors were chosen in a slow, deliberate manner; there 
was no magical moment in or about the process. Each 
successor would have been a potential candidate, and would 
have been closely watched and assessed by the Guru, before 
being given the ‘seal’ of approval. In some cases there are 
variations in the storylines regarding how and when exactly 
an ‘incumbent’ Guru declared his successor; but by and 
large they are plausible. 


What about the selection of Guru Har Rai (the seventh 
Guru)? When Guru Hargobind’s sons all, with the exception 
of the youngest, Tegh Bahadur, predeceased him, he had no 
hesitation in choosing the fourteen-year old Har Rai, the 
younger son of his (Guru Hargobind’s) eldest son, Baba 
Gurditta [5]. Guru Hargobind must have completely 
satisfied himself about Har Rai’s “mystic fitness and 
capacity to discharge the responsibilities of the mission” to 
have chosen him as his successor. 


Whilst this thesis of “...completely satisfying themselves 
about their mystic fitness and capacity to discharge the 
responsibilities of the mission” in relation to selection of a 
successor does not necessarily have to fall apart entirely in 
the selection of the five-year old Har Krishan as his 
successor, it does become a little harder to explain, given 
the sudden demise of Guru Rai. Guru Har Rai’s apparent, 
and obvious, choice until then had appeared to be his older 
son, Ram Rai. But a serious lapse in judgement by the 
fourteen-year old at the court of Aurangzeb put paid to that. 
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In relation to Guru Har Rai’s death K. S. Duggal says 
“Though the records are silent about the end, it must have 
come suddenly, probably owing to some fatal illness”. [9] 
The death may have come about suddenly, but was there an 
official appointment of Har Krishan to the Guru-ship by Guru 
Har Rai? Duggal simply explains this with the statement: 
“But just before his [Guru Har Rai’s] death he had his second 
son Harkrishan ordained as the Guru’. [9] Duggal further 
states “Guru Harkrishan was only five years old when he was 
ordained Guru. It is surmised that Guru Har Rai’s end...must 
have come suddenly so that he appointed his younger son to 
succeed him and then passed away.” [10] 


At this point a reasonable question can be raised: Had Guru 
Har Rai enough time to have “completely satisfied” himself 
about the mystic fitness and capacity of Harkrishan to 
discharge the responsibilities of the mission and to thus have 
selected and appointed him Guru? 


Was the appointment of Guru Tegh Bahadur made by the 
eight-year old Guru Har Krishan after the latter had 
“completely satisfied” himself as to the “mystic fitness and 
capacity” of Tegh Bahadur, bearing in mind that “The man 
who became the Ninth Guru was one who had twice been 
passed over in earlier years’? [6] Surely the fitness and 
capacity of Tegh Bahadur must have been apparent to Guru 
Hargobind and even to Guru Har Rai? 


At this juncture a little backtracking may be in order to 
ascertain the reasons for the passing over of Tegh Bahadur. 
Was it because “Tegh Bahadur...a man who had fought 
bravely at the skirmish of Kartarpur in 1638, but whose 
withdrawn nature did not commend him as a candidate for 
the position of Guru”? [5] This reason of the “withdrawn 
nature” does not commend itself as satisfactory. Of the 
chosen one, Har Rai, Puran Singh [16] says: “Har Rai had an 
exceptional seclusive mind; he loved quiet and did not mix 
very freely with people other than his disciples. He had 
military discipline for himself in everything that affected his 
conscience. As said elsewhere, he never plucked a flower or 
a leaf in his life; his room was a temple of peace.” It would 
appear that Har Rai had a more “withdrawn nature” when 
compared with Tegh Bahadur. The reason offered by Cole 
and Sambhi [5] is further weakened given that Tegh Bahadur 
would ultimately become Guru and live his life harmoniously 
and in tune with the ideology of the Founding Guru, Guru 
Nanak. 


The narrative offered by Duggal in relation to Har Rai’s 
selection by Har Gobind as Guru further weakens Cole and 
Sambhi’s speculated reason. Duggal says Hargobind “...kept 
his grandson Har Rai always in his company”, that he 
“evidently...was grooming him for succession”, and that “He 
probably wished to bestow on his grandson what was due to 
Bhai Gurditta, the Guru’s eldest son”. According to Duggal, 
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Guru Hargobind’s wife actually pleads with him to consider 
one of his own three (as then) surviving sons first. If this 
narrative is true, it strongly suggests that Guru Har Gobind 
has already decided to make one of Baba Gurditta’s sons his 
(Har Gobind’s) successor even when his other sons were 
alive. This is in contrast to Cole and Sambhi’s implied 
suggestion that Har Rai was only chosen at a time when, of 
his sons, only Tegh Bahadur was alive and he (Tegh 
Bahadur) for reasons given above had to be by-passed. 
Further, according to Duggal, whilst the elder two ‘...were 
not considered fit, of Tegh Bahadur Guru Hargobind 
observed: “He will become Guru and will have a son who 
will fight the Turks in the cause of justice.’ [8] Is this 
narrative true or was it an afterthought on the part of 
historians as an explanation to try and fit in the sequence of 
selection in a more acceptable manner? Indeed Duggal’s 
choice of words like ‘evidently’ and ‘probably’ in the 
above-quoted passage appear to suggest that. Had the 
method of selection of a successor changed? Duggal’s 
statement that Guru Hargobind “...probably wished to 
bestow on his grandson what was due to Bhai Gurditta, the 
Guru’s eldest son” (my emphasis) suggests that the Guru- 
ship was now hereditary only, and where possible by 
primogeniture. 


Why was the five-year old Har Krishan chosen over the 
mature Tegh Bahadur? Puran Singh [20] says: “The child 
Har Krishan, the younger son of Har Rai had developed 
those mystic signs by which the Master was always 
recognized...Har Rai bowed down to this child as to Guru 
Nanak, and left the earth.” Cole and Sambhi (6), on the 
other hand, say: “Guru Har Rai’s reason for nominating a 
five-year-old boy in preference to his uncle is less easy to 
discern...” and then offer the reason that “Presumably to 
choose a son was a way of averting the dynastic problems 
which would arise from nominating some other relative, and 
the establishment of guruship in the Sodhi family was so 
firm by now that no choice which went outside it could be 
contemplated”. 


When Guru Har Krishan “pointed” to Tegh Bahadur as his 
successor he did not name him or appoint him out-rightly. 
He is alleged to have merely made the cryptic 
pronouncement ‘Baba Bakale’. Duggal [11] says that Guru 
Harkrishan “...was hardly eight years old when he left this 
world in 1664. It is said that before he passed away he 
indicated to his mother and all those present that his 
successor was in Baba Bakala, thereby referring to Guru 
Tegh Bahadur, who was settled there.’ Why did Guru 
Harkrishan not just name Tegh Bahadur? Why put the early 
Sikh Community into moments of anxiety? Such a mode of 
selection, if historically accurate, would hardly fit into the 
criteria mentioned by Daljeet Singh [14]. 


Whether or not there was any change in the method of 
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selection of a successor, one thing is clear: the chosen ones in 
each case proved worthy of the selection and the final human 
preceptor of the faith was to leave an indelible mark on the 
fledgling community, one that would, in a short space of 
time, propel it to the forefront of the Indian scene, and 
forever be a part of the community’s identity. 


Two other issues need explanation for the “Jyot’” concept to 
be completed: the acquisition of the ‘Jyot’ by Guru Nanak 
himself and its final repository, the AGGS. 


Nanak’s Enlightenment 

Our information regarding this is mainly gleaned from the 
janam sakhis (traditional biographies, literally birth evidences 
or life evidences). “In every janam sakhi account he (Nanak) 
was already described as a spiritual preceptor” [2] before any 
particular event in his life. “The janam sakhis, however, also 
describe an experience of enlightenment when he was thirty 
which preceded Nanak’s emergence as a Guru.” [2] The 
versions of the story relating to this enlightening moment 
vary somewhat from narrator to narrator. Each, however, 
refers to Guru Nanak’s daily routine of bathing in the river 
and follows it up with the story about Nanak having ‘gone 
missing’ for three days after a particular dip into the river: 
“One morning Nanak failed to return from his 
ablutions...After three days Nanak reappeared but remained 
silent. It was the next day before he spoke and then he made 
the enigmatic pronouncement: ‘There is neither Hindu nor 
Mussulman so whose path shall I follow? I shall follow 
God’s path. God is neither Hindu nor Mussulman and the 
path which I follow is God’s.’ Explaining what had happened 
to him he said that he was taken to the court of God and 
escorted into his presence. There a cup was filled with amrit 
(nectar) and was given to him with the command, ‘This is the 
cup of the adoration of God’s name. Drink it. I am with you 
and raise you up...This is your calling’”. [2] This would 
appear to suggest that there was a moment in time from 
which Nanak was to realize that he was a Guru with a 
mission. Yet prior to this he had composed verses that would 
ultimately be incorporated in the AGGS, the final repository 
of the Jyot. There cannot, thus have been a ‘magical moment’ 
in which Guru Nanak acquired that Divine Jyot. Could the 
story of the three day disappearance, and its association with 
being charged with a mission all of a sudden, have come 
about later? 


Referring to the passage in the AGGS [M 1, p 150] starting 
with Hau dhadhi vekaar kaare laya and ending with Nanak 
sach salaah poora paya, Cole and Sambhi say that “This 
could well be the origin of the janam sakhi narratives.” [3] It 
is more likely that the passage quoted above was used later, 
by the janam sakhi writers, to explain Guru Nanak’s mission 
to the masses in the form of an easily understood story, one 
that no true-believer found difficult to convert into historical 
fact, when in fact Guru Nanak was merely explaining his 
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mission in a poetic, metaphorical form. There would, thus, 
be no sudden passing of the Jyot from the Divine to Nanak, 
to anoint him Guru. Cole and Sambhi then go on to say that 
the passage “...bears witness to a deeply transforming 
experience, which resulted in a consciousness of being 
chosen to undertake a mission or revealing the message of 
God’s name to the world.” [3] This may well be taken to 
mean that the realization of the mission dawned upon Guru 
Nanak quite suddenly, and the sudden ‘enlightenment’ 
concept (sudden descent of the Jyot) appears to be retained. 
Again the knotty problem in relation to Guru Nanak’s 
earlier compositions (Gurbani) has to be smoothed out. 


AGGS - The Final Repository of the ‘Jyot’ 

“One of the most fascinating aspects of Sikhism is the 
process which began with a human Guru, continued during 
a period of duality in which there were human Gurus and a 
collection of sacred writings, and ended with the present 
situation in which full authority is enjoyed by the scripture.” 


[7] 


Sikhs are in general agreement that the entire theology / 
philosophy of Guru Nanak and his successors is 
incorporated in the AGGS, which includes some selected 
verses of others whose philosophy is in harmony with Guru 
Nanak’s. This volume of the scripture was compiled by 
Guru Arjan, and later the writings of the Ninth Guru, Guru 
Tegh Bahadur, were incorporated into the volume by Guru 
Gobind Singh, who, still later, declared it would be the final 
Guru of the Sikhs after him; there would be no human Guru 
after that. This in essence is the belief of Sikhs. The story of 
the manner and mode of this ‘declaration’ is not relevant to 
this paper. 


In the ardas reference is made to the AGGS in the words 
“dasan patshahian di Jyot Sri Guru Granth Sahib...”” which 
is translated as “The embodiment of the light of all ten 
sovereign lordships, the Guru Granth Sahib...” [21] This 
clearly states that Sikhs accept that the AGGS embodies the 
Jyot (Light) of the Ten Gurus. The scriptural verses to 
which this alludes were written at different times by 
different Gurus (and others), were incorporated into a single 
volume in two stages (by Guru Arjan and by Guru Gobind 
Singh), and the ‘Jyot’ thus similarly embodied in the 
scripture in stages, unless one tries to refer to Guru Gobind 
Singh’s declaration of the Granth as Guru a moment when 
the ‘Jyot’ was invested in the scripture. This cannot be right; 
there are just too many pitfalls in such a suggestion. Even if 
the Jyot was incorporated in the Granth Sahib in stages, and 
eventually in the completed version as finalised by Guru 
Gobind Singh, there was a time when the Jyot was present 
in both the Granth and in the human Guru; this gives rise to 
several questions that hardly need articulating. 


This reference to the ‘jyot’ has to mean that the embodiment 
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of the ‘light’ of the Ten Gurus in the AGGS refers to the 
philosophical content / theology contained in it. “The Word, 
enshrined in Guru Granth, was always revered by the Gurus 
as well as by their disciples as of Divine origin. The Guru 
was the revealer of the Word. One day the Word was to take 
the place of the Guru.”[16] The implication here is clear that 
it was the Word (thought / ideology) as revealed by the Gurus 
that was common to all the Gurus, that this is the ‘Jyot’ that 
seems to have been the common thread. As stated earlier, 
“Guru Granth Sahib stresses that all the Gurus express a 
single unified thesis, representing the same spirit. Guru 
Gobind Singh has stated that they are all a unity, and express 
the same spiritual ideology.” [15] It is thus the single unified 
thesis of the Gurus, expressing the same spiritual ideology, 
which must be considered as representing the same spirit / 
Jyot / Light. 


Conclusion 

Whilst this writer has not found any overt reference to the 
passing of the Jyot or Light from Guru Nanak down to the 
AGGS as some kind of physical / sudden passing on of the 
Light, the tenor of many believers appears to suggest some 
such magical moment. It would appear that this concept, if 
truly held, is untenable. But in that case it would have been 
good if the writers had spelled that out unambiguously rather 
than couch it in language that may well give the erroneous 
impression of “magic”. The passing of the Jyot from one 
Guru to the other can only mean the conferment of the Guru- 
ship to someone who had a belief in and expressed the same 
spiritual ideology as his predecessor; that spiritual ideology is 
the Shabad (Word) as incorporated in the AGGS; hence the 
reference in the phrase Dasan Patshahian di Jyot Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib. Ek Jyot ultimately refers to the Unity of 
Thought. 


Note: A quick random questioning of Sikh friends and 
relatives regarding the “One Jyot” concept produced some 
amazing results. Some had never heard of it; others had 
heard it mentioned and just accepted it without applying their 
minds to it. The latter group, when pressed for an opinion, as 
to what it means, either simply said “His light was passed to 
the next Guru” or admitted that they did not quite understand 
it. They were then asked “When you heard of this how did the 
preacher explain it?” The reply was “No explanation was 
given”. And it did not occur to anyone to ask. 
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AN ASSESSMENT OF THE REPORT OF THE 


SODHAK COMMITTEE 
Gurtej Singh, Chandigarh 


In some vocal quarters, great reliance is placed on the document being 
examined here. It is regarded as proof of the authenticity of the 
dasamgranth, and it is employed to determine Guru’s authorship of the 
volume. The exercise it describes is presented as having been undertaken by 
the Akal Takhat and is supposed to have resulted in the emergence of an 
original volume of the book. It is therefore necessary to examine the 
document with a view to determining the nature of the evidence it presents. 
Unless it is thoroughly analysed, its final worth in support of the above 
propositions cannot be fairly and accurately assessed. The aim of the present 
exercise is simply to determine the evidentiary value of the actual work done 
by the Sodhak Committee as presented in the booklet, Report: Sodhak 
Committee. 


Bhai Manna Singh’s Report: Sodhak Committee, The New 
Anglo Gurmukhi Press, Amritsar, 1897, pp. 27 is a detailed 
account ostensibly of the work of reconciliation of the text of 
thirty-two volumes of the dasamgranth conducted in 1897 
CE. It is alleged that the Akal Takhat sponsored the work’. 
Inspiration for undertaking the exercise supposedly came 
when it was noticed that one Bhai Hari Singh, a proof reader, 
had not only left many discrepancies in the volume of the 
dasamgranth printed by him, but had also inserted into it his 
own compositions as the original text’. The Khalsa Diwan 
Amritsar is reported to have become disturbed about the 
matter and directed publisher and also (perhaps the author) of 
the Report, Bhai Manna Singh, who was the secretary to a 
Gurmat Parcharak Sabha of Amritsar’ to undertake the work 
of reconciliation of varying texts. 


Bhai Manna Singh is the key figure in the entire process 
described in the Report. This also becomes apparent when we 
notice that of the entire expenses from the beginning of the 
exercise to its ending in publication of the final product, 
came to some six hundred and three rupees and of this Manna 
Singh alone contributed more than five hundred rupees. He 
was the overall in-charge of the exercise, the collection of 
volumes for reconciliation was done at his haveli, which was 
near Darbar Sahib and he supervised the actual exercise. He 
controlled all the finances and kept a meticulous account, 
which he has appended to the present booklet. He organised 
all the publicity required, he paid the remuneration to those 
who worked and he eventually received custody of one of the 
two reconciled master volumes and so on*. Since, he also 
compiled and published the present Report, we must take his 


Hug-ug ust asanndt 


November-December 2007 


opinion to be an authentic record of the entire process and 
on all matters concerning the comparison work and why the 
exercise was at all undertaken. One is prompted to observe 
that besides deeming it emotionally satisfying; he also 
considered it to be a sound business proposition. According 
to the Report itself, it is an interim document. Final decision 
on the subject was still to be taken as is apparent from the 
advertisement printed at the end of the present work. 


It needs to be asserted about the finances that in spite of the 
worldwide appeal made for funds’, the general public 
contributed only fifty-three rupees for the purpose. The 
opening ceremony and the concluding one were made into 
spectacular events and much publicity for the events was 
done, but it does not appear to have generated public 
enthusiasm. The Akal Takhat did not contribute even a pice 
towards the expenses so much so, even the cost of the 
customary and ceremonial krah prasad was met from the 
funds collected for the Committee work. It appears from the 
description, that the work place was not actually the Akal 
Takhat but the drawing room or the main hall (hoondi) of 
the Malwai Bunga adjoining the Takhat Akal Bunga®. For 
the first eight months, the work continued there and the 
finishing touches were also given in the Malwai Bunga. The 
formal closing ceremony was performed in the open space 
in between the darshani deodhi and the Akal Takhat. On the 
occasion of the formal inauguration, as well as the formal 
completion of the work, Bhai Multana Singh who was the 
custodian of the weapons kept at the Akal Takhat recited the 
ardas. He also participated in comparing the text and 
received some monetary compensation for his services’. 


Bhai Arjan Singh Sarbrah of the Gurdwaras at Amritsar was 
approached to make available some volumes for the 
reconciliation work. He was also the President of the 
Gurmat Granth Parchar Sabha. He talked to the pujaris 
under him and they agreed to lend the volumes available 
with them. The list of volumes used has been provided in 
the Report. It appears that the copies were collected at 
random and all of them had originated from Amritsar and its 
vicinity. It is clear from the Report that no original volume 
of the dasamgranth existed at the time of undertaking the 
reconciliation work. This also became another rationale for 
the exercise. 


One copy contributed by an unspecified source was well 
decorated with a painting each of the Sixth and the Tenth 
Masters. It also contained a hukamnamah bound into the 
volume and it contained some pages in hand writing 
‘perhaps that of the Tenth Guru’®. Almost all the formulae 
ever utilised to pass off the book as written by the Guru 
himself, were relied upon in this particular volume. Internal 
evidence ascribed its writing to two copyists, Darbari Singh 
(the elder) and Darbari Singh (the younger). It was 
presumed, without any evidence, that the scribes belonged 
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to the Guru’s court. Likewise the volume was as readily 
“assumed,” without any rationale, to have been corrected by 
the Guru himself. This volume contained as many old pages 
as replaced new ones spread all over the entire volume. It had 
no Chandi-di-vaar. The pauri with which the daily ardas 
begins, had been inserted in one of the replaced or new 
pages. Interpolation of the ardas stanza into the compositions 
of the dasamgranth, appears to begin here with this volume. 
It also varied materially from the version finally adopted as 
accurate. Nevertheless, it was ‘taken to be’ the ‘presiding’ or 
primary volume. It was this kind of cavalier approach that the 
forgers and dasamgranth pushers had placed their reliance 
on. Manna Singh does not suggest even in whisper, that 
while examining the volume, a reference was made to any 
known standards of objectivity. Strangely, it is also not 
explained why this particular volume was not adopted in toto 
since it was presumed to have been corrected by the Guru 
himself. This is how easy it had been for the unscrupulous 
forgers to vend their wares to the unsuspecting Sirdars of the 
age. Apparently besides an inkpot and paper, a person 
required only unusual handwriting to establish a document as 
written by the Guru. To challenge or to critically examine a 
document was considered as tantamount to casting aspersions 
on the Guru and was avoided like the plague. When Livy said 
“gods made the cows speak,’ challenging the proposition was 
deemed equal to doubting the ability of gods to make cows 
speak. Livy’s lie remained un-nailed. 


Bhai Manna Singh appears to have been a learned man in the 
traditional sense then in vogue. It is clear that he had 
conversed with the most well known scholars of his time. He 
(aided by Sardul Singh?) has carefully given the history of 
the dasamgranth in the booklet. It can be safely assumed that 
what is written in the Report was all that was available by 
way of history of the dasamgranth at the time of writing the 
Report. It was believed that the Tenth King had composed all 
the contents of the book. However, because of later wars and 
tumultuous times, the original volume was destroyed’. 
Incredible as it may seem, such an assumption about a book 
not in existence, is used to establish both the authenticity and 
identity of the original volume as well as the Guru’s 
authorship of it. Incidentally, this theory also suited the 
commercial venture that Manna Singh was undertaking now. 
Authorship of the Guru was assumed to be an established fact 
without an inkling of what the original volume contained. All 
that remained was to present the arguments in such a manner 
that a not too critical mind may accept them as tenable. This 
method was extensively used. Several anonymous 
compositions were assigned to the Guru just because they 
were anonymous. Clear mention of poet Shyam (meaning 
‘dark’) as author in the Chaubisavtar book, also posed no 
problem. The fact that the Krishanavtar mentions him as the 
author at numerous places in the text, was uncritically 
ignored. Manna Singh gets over the obvious difficulty by 
making another assumption. He takes it to be the legitimate 


Hug-ig ust asanndt 


November-December 2007 


poetic name of the Tenth Guru, who according to one 
version date of his birth, was born in the second (dark) 
phase of the satbhikha planet'®. This explanation presented a 
difficulty when the date of Guru’s birth came to be 
determined as corresponding to the light half month of poh. 
The challenge was met and new explanation, equally 
ingenious, was provided some sixty years later. The name of 
one Ram appearing as the author in the notorious 
charitropakhyan part was equally ingeniously glossed over 
by holding that it was a new development and that in the 
earlier text, the name Shyam had been mentioned. Why it 
was not considered prudent to correct the mistake by 
reverting to the original name is not known. Another reason 
was provided by way of abundant precaution. It was that, 
since some of the compositions of this part were on the 
same metre as those of the Hanumannatak, of which the 
Guru is supposed to have been particularly fond, so the 
Guru probably had the right to use Ram as his pseudonym’. 


Still stranger reasons for considering the entire dasamgranth 
to have been composed by the Tenth Guru were adduced. It 
is stated for instance, that neither in the beginning nor at the 
end of the volume it is written that it has been composed by 
someone else. It was reasoned that since the opening Jaap 
was written by the Guru in his own hand (both assumptions 
are of doubtful authenticity), and since the rest is in the hand 
of the scribe, had the rest been written by other poets, that 
too could have been indicated’*. Since there is no such 
indication, the entire volume must be ascribed to the Guru. 
With this sort of logic, a miracle of attributing anything to 
anybody could have been performed and was performed. 
Some may be reminded of the court scene in Alice in 
Wonderland. A knave was accused of having written a 
seditious letter (that was no seditious letter but a scrap of 
paper floating around in the courtroom) in someone else’s 
handwriting. Knave’s complicity as well as the seditious 
nature of the fragmented scrap was calmly assumed. 


Manna Singh also reports that compositions titled 
‘Sukhmana, Mal Kaus di var’ and several extra verses were 
found in some recensions’*. It appears that the legend of the 
dasamgranth was still growing by leaps and bounds. The 
custom of composing poetry in the name of the Guru had by 
no means come to an end even in 1897 that is, two centuries 
after his demise. Bhai Hari Singh’s contribution to augment 
the Guru’s writings has already been noticed. It is hard to 
believe that these facts had no message for Manna Singh 
and others. One helpful fallout of the effort put in by the 
Gurmat Granth Parchar Sabha was that the process of ever 
attributing increasing number of compositions to the Guru 
was mercifully arrested. That was perhaps the only benefit 
that the generations coming after Manna Singh derived from 
the work done by him and the Committee. 


The list of volumes used in the reconciliation exercise has 
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been carefully provided. It is obvious that all the volumes 
were collected at random and from the vicinity of Amritsar. 
No attempt was made to distinguish what kind of copies 
could have been useful for the purpose. Similarly, it was also 
arbitrarily decided that a certain copy should be declared as 
the one corrected by the Guru himself. No procedure of any 
kind was followed to determine that it was indeed so. That 
some of its pages looked very old was considered reason 
enough to make the far-reaching decision. This was a 
supposition, which nobody really believed in or else all 
reconciliation work would have come to an end with that 
discovery. 


Actual functioning and the qualifications of the people 
chosen for the reconciliation work left much to be desired 
and gives a poor impression of the whole exercise. Among 
those who participated, in the reconciliation work eleven did 
not accept any remuneration. They included Bhai Manna 
Singh and Narain Singh who, it is noted, “seldom attended’ 
the work sessions. Two more missed half the sittings'*. Of 
the rest, it is recorded that Surat Singh worked only for three 
months and Bhagwan Singh Sindhi died before completion. 
There is no mention of replacements having been provided 
for these persons. A comic touch is provided by the 
observation about a brave Nihang, Darbara Singh, who, it is 
mentioned, continued to work to the end for the ‘love’ of the 
Guru’? although he could not read very well. Such remarks 
serve to highlight the non-serious nature of the proceedings 
sponsored by Manna Singh. 


Manna Singh does not clearly state the methodology of 
reconciliation work done by his Sabha beyond indicating that 
one person read his copy and the rest corrected the ones 
before them. The mode of nominating the reader is not 
indicated. Whether the reader changed from one session to 
another is not mentioned but the presumption to that effect 
would not militate against the wording of the Report. That a 
single specified person always read aloud or that a particular 
volume was always used for reading is also not stated. Of the 
actual work done, we hear very little in the booklet. It does 
not give any clue as to how the ‘original’ was calculated to 
emerge by following this procedure. Of the thirteen people 
who assembled in the Malvai Bunga to consolidate the work 
done in the first phase, four attended daily and the other nine 
‘once in a while.’ Nothing in particular was accomplished 
and therefore there are no highlights of the booklet. This is 
one area in which he is particularly inarticulate. It leaves an 
uncanny impression that his objective was different from 
what it was projected to be or that his understanding of the 
work undertaken by his organisation was woefully 
inadequate. A question, whether it was prompted by the 
political masters of the day, could be legitimately asked. 


Summing up does not present an edifying picture. All thirty- 
two copies of the dasamgranth for comparison were chosen 
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at random. None of them was of known antiquity, 
authenticity or was of any definable significance. The main 
‘presiding’ copy was chosen at face value without any 
rational enquiry into its nature. It is clearly stated that its 
contents did not coincide with those of any other available 
copy. No one amongst those chosen to execute the actual 
work was known for learning or was even ordinarily 
engaged in some sort of academic work. None of them was 
qualified for the undertaking or had any idea of the 
methodology suitable to serious reconciliation of differing 
texts. They did not follow any specified technique. None 
among them was known for expertise in making sense of 
manuscripts'®. They most certainly worked at will and 
followed no scientific procedure. More than anything else, 
the comparison work was an exercise in publicity. The 
fanfare that attended the opening and the closing ceremonies 
and the publicity given by conscious advertisements suggest 
the same. The exercise was not either sanctioned or initiated 
nor was it supported by the Akal Takhat. The Sikh people in 
general did not contribute towards the expenditure, most of 
which was incurred by Manna Singh. Great amount of 
publicity was done before and after the event but it failed to 
evoke any response from the Sikh masses. The real failure 
lies in the tardy manner in which the actual work was 
accomplished. It cannot be said with any degree of certainty 
that any reconciliation of the text actually took place. In 
short, it can be stated that it was as much of an exercise in 
futility if there ever was one. It failed to establish the 
authenticity of the text and also failed to establish that the 
Guru was its author. 


It appears that Manna Singh was merely trying to create 
some kind of evidence to suggest that something had been 
done. Actual reconciliation of the text does not appear to 
have been his concern. He arranged for the closing 
ceremony to be photographed and later copies of that picture 
were also put up for sale. To him photographs were enough 
of a proof. He also printed for sale the volume of the 
dasamgranth that emerged from the exercise. The Report he 
presumably presented is also published and is priced. The 
question to be answered is, whether in the last resort, Manna 
Singh came to have only commercial interest in the entire 
exercise. The possibility is difficult to rule out. 


Notes: 

1. See Kirpal Singh’s letter quoted by Gurbaksh Singh Kala Afghana, in 
Bipran Ki Reet Ton Sach Da Marg 

(Part 10), Sti Akal Sahai Society (Regd.), Amritsar, May 1999, pp.136- 
137. The Report is so vague that 

Kirpal Singh was led to believe that the work took two years to complete. 
Actually it was done in eight plus 

three months at a very leisurely pace. He is again misled into projecting it 
as report of “a committee of the 

Akal Takhat’. Elsewhere, Kirpal Singh takes it to have been compiled by 
Sardul Singh. Manna Singh 

appears to have done that. Sardul Singh’s name appears as one who 
perhaps only issued the advertisement 

appearing at the end. 
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2. Singh, Bhai Manna, Report: Sodhak Committee, New Anglo Gurmukhi 
Press, Amritsar, 1897, page 10. 

3. It appears to have been contrived especially for the purpose. The entire 
initiative seems to have been that of 

Manna Singh. 

4. Even a cursory reading of the Report confirms the central role played by 
Bhai Manna Singh Hakim in the 

entire proceedings. 

5. See Report op. cit. p10. 

6. See Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha, Mahankosh, p. 280 for the word hoot, from 
which the word hoondi appears to 

have been derived. Hoot means an invited person. Aristocrats of the times 
had built rest houses (bungas) 

around the Darbar at Amritsar. They served to house them on their visit to 
the holy place and served to 

accommodate pilgrims from their states at all other times. Malwai Bunga, 
was a four story building near the 

present Akal Takhat. It was jointly constructed by the Rajas and nobles of 
Malwa in 1775 CE. (See, Giani 

Gian Singh, Tawarikh Sri Amritsar, page 53, published by the Kendri Singh 
Sabha, Committee, Amritsar in 

1977.) It appears to have covered the entire extent of land from the present 
parking place near the Clock 

Tower Chawk to the vicinity of the Akal Takhat. A reference to it can be 
found in the Punjab Government 

Notification dated 10-10-1969, and another notification dated 17- 11- 1975. 
By the first notification, the 

Amritsar Improvement Trust paid rupees 5,06,346 to the State Officer PWD 
(B&R) Patiala, in lieu of the 

4.10 acres of land belonging to the Malwai Bunga. By the second 
notification, the Punjab Government 

handed over the land to the Shiromano Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee. 
We know that in the two decades 

preceding this undertaking of the Sodhak Committee, the British colonial 
power had introduced the 

dasamgranth in the Punjab which to begin with had no copy of it. Writing in 
1899, Giani Gian Singh has 

observed that the Bunga had ceased to serve the original purpose. Managers 
of the Bunga had sold and 

mortgaged parts of the Bunga in order to provide money for their personal 
enjoyment. It is possible that 

they allowed the use of the Bunga to the Sodhak Committee for a 
consideration. Later Karam Singh, also 

mentions the Malwai Bunga in his Amritsar di tawarikh, published by the 
Dharam Parchar Committee of 

the SGPC in 1998. The Bunga was demolished in 1946. (See, Kirpal Singh, 
Sri Harmandar Sahib da 

Sunehri Itihas, Dharam Parchar Committee, Amritsar, 1991, 460) 

7. Report, op. cit., p.16D. 

8. Ibid., p. 11. 

9. Ibid. p. 9. 

10. Ibid., p. 6. Name of Shyam as author occurs in verses: 1116, 1119, 1147, 
1159, 1177, 1180, 1222, 1233, 

1298, 1300, 1412, 1416, 1430, 1449, 1455, 1481, 1530, 1560, 1562, 1583, 
1707, 1751, 1776, 1853, 1872 

and several times in Charitropakhyan. 

11. Ibid. p. 7. 

12. Ibid. pp. 6&7. 

13. Ibid. pp. 6 (paragraph 12) &7 (paragraphs numbered 15). 

14. Ibid. p.9 and p.6. 

15. Ibid. p. 16B. 

16. Ibid. p. 16 A, B, C&D. 
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GURDWARA AND THE SIKH YOUTH IN 
NORTH AMERICA 


Gurdev Singh Sangha, 62 Summit Avenue, Kitchener, 
Ontario, Canada, N2M 4W6 


There is a general observation that the attendance of our 
youth in the Gurdwaras is very nominal. I have been 
observing this for many years and have heard from almost 
every well- wisher of the Sikh community that the future of 
the faith in the west is bleak. I went to India; the situation 
there is equally bad if not worse. We can blame the social 
environment and peer pressure in the west which question 
the utility & need of the five K’s during the modern days. 
Our youth are not conversant enough to answer these 
questions; hence they give up the wearing of the articles and 
following other rituals of their faith. But to whom can we 
blame for the Punjabi youth not caring to respect the Sikh 
way of life in their own homeland? 


The author, when he visited India, was surprised and felt 
hurt to find many Sikh youth without turbans in the villages, 
schools and colleges. To have a look at the turbaned youth 
he visited an old famous Khalsa School where all students 
tied turbans as a matter of routine. I got the shock of my life 
to see the shaved students even there. The question that 
severely bothered me was, “How come a Sikh student in the 
Sikh-managed school dared to be there without a turban?” 


Discussion with a local friend revealed that there was no 
dharmak teacher (Giani) who used to teach Gurbani and 
Sikh heritage of the Panth in our school. During our times, 
we listened to the Sikh history, the lives of the Gurus, and 
the valour of the Sikhs when they sacrificed their lives but 
not their faith. Listening to the Giani ji filled us with pride 
of being Sikh and we felt great to wearing turbans on our 
heads. In the morning assembly it was considered an honour 
to be one of the three students to lead the chorus by reciting 
some new Shabads. Many of us did feel, of course, some 
difficulty in saying Ardaas after the recitation of Shabad. 
The student who said the prayer was described as a good 
boy both among the students and the teachers. We felt 
honoured to go to the gurdwara whenever there was a 
special gathering. We felt that we must have a qualified 
devoted Giani teacher in each school if we want to bring 
back the love of faith inculcated in the minds of the current 
student generation. 


I wondered if it is financial poverty or the poverty for the 
love of the faith that there is rarely a fulltime Giani in the 
Khalsa School to teach the glory of the heritage. The 
teaching of moral and social motivation to enjoy being a 
Sikh is totally absent in our homes, even in the Sikh 
institutions, schools, colleges and Gurdwaras. I felt 
disappointed by the failure of my generation to perform 
their duty towards youth. 
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Later, I met some wellwishers of the Panth to discuss this 
unfortunate situation with them. My informal exchange of 
views regarding this situation with them made me intensely 
sad. I was told that our leaders and the Gurdwara 
managements are to be blamed for this. Many leaders of the 
panth can be observed drinking publicly without any feeling 
of guilt. The leaders accused the voting system for electing 
the Gurdwara management whether at the village level or at 
the national level, S.G.P.C. Amritsar and Delhi Sikh 
Gurdwara Committee. The situation in the gurdwaras in the 
west has followed the same trend, where the Sikhs stand 
divided because of many social, political , religious issues. 
Followers of one sant maryada try to build their group to 
defeat the followers of the Panthic maryada. Gurdwara 
clashes and many election cases are always in the courts in 
the west. They waste the Panthic resources and at the same 
time disgust the youth making the Gurdwara system 
repulsive to them. 


When I questioned some Sikhs, who are actively associated 
with Sikh affairs, over a cup of tea, they responded, “You 
have come after a long time and we should tell you that the 
Panth’s enemies have made drinking popular in villages. 
Candidates for the assembly elections have to distribute 
bottles and drugs during assembly elections, even elections in 
our villages for Panches and Surpanches now need lots of 
funds. Voters demand bags of bottles before they promise to 
vote for you, earlier they only hoped to be entertained by 
their candidate after the election. Thus, they too endorsed the 
shift of the blame to the voters. My other friend, a former 
member of the $.G.P.C. Amritsar, narrated an embarrassing 
welcome to all the elected members by the Guru Gobind 
Singh Study Circle Ludhiana. His statement briefly was: 
“All the elected members of the committee were invited to 
Ludhiana. They honoured each member by presenting 
him/her with a memento. We were congratulated by them for 
being elected as the elite Sikhs of the faith. 


“A former V.C. of the Punjab Agricultural University, 
Ludhiana told us that he showed his inability to serve drinks 
to the state guest, the President of Uganda, on his visit to the 
University. He wrote to the Government that theirs is an 
institution of learning where drinking is prohibited. Serving 
drinks officially will set a bad example. Morally, they will 
not be able to teach the students that drinking is a vice. The 
visiting diginitary was pleased to have his lunch without 
alcohol. The V.C. then narrated the conditions in Punjab. He 
said that we Sikhs are blamed for distributing alcohol for 
Gurdwara elections. This really is a shame for all of us. He 
suggested, rather he desired, a promise from us that we as 
members will not drink or serve alcohol to any person, 
however, important he may be. Unless we members of the 
committee shun alcohol, we cannot save the Punjabi youth 
from addictions to drugs and alcohol. He used some chosen 
words which pricked our conscious and we regretted having 
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committed the sinful act as members of the Sikh respectable 
body. Some of the members did confess their guilt and 
promised not to do it again.” I listened to my friend’s 
touching statement and was thinking of my response to it, 
the first one continued, “The Gianis and the Parcharaks 
should educate the voters not to make such demands from 
the candidates.” This was more than I could bear. I thanked 
them for their visit to my home before they left. 


Dear youth, I leave it to you to assign blame to any section 
of the Panth for this unfortunate situation which has 
developed in the Sikh community all over the world. Dear 
students please listen! You have to live with the image of 
the community that you build for yourselves. The members 
of the faith, who wish you to enjoy the glory of the Panth, 
appeal to you not to follow the bad example but learn good 
lessons from your life as students. Those who do poorly in 
their studies will beg for a job in the factories while those 
who achieve academic honour will end up as professionals 
in medicine, engineering, law, etc. Similarly, as a Sikh 
youth if you live a disciplined life and love your faith, you 
will enjoy peace and bring honor to your community. Dear 
friends, the choice is yours. 


oh KK 


UNITED SIKHS 
Press Release, 2" Nov, 2007, 19" Kattak (Samvat 539 Nanakshahi ) 
SWAN Reaches Malawi 


Blantyre, Malawi, SE Africa - Imagine sipping on green 
tea and checking your last unread e-mail before heading to 
bed at 2a.m. - and it is from one Davie Kasinja, a young 
African man in Malawi asking for help to pay his exam fees. 
Our Director, who received this email, was not too tired to 
be skeptical nor did she have the will to delete the email. 
But could this be a prank? Who would write to UNITED 
SIKHS from Malawi? She wrote her last e-mail reply for the 
night simply saying: “You haven’t given us enough 
information, please let us know how you qualify for help.” 
Next morning, Davie Kasinja’s email reply had a list of his 
credentials, certificates, and the story of how his father’s 
passing had left him in a state of despair. Davie said that he 
was at the brink of not being able to sit for the exams in 
December to complete his Accounting Technician Diploma 
ACCA. He couldn’t come up with the $612 needed to pay 
his tuition fees and register by the Sept 30th deadline. 


At this point, UNITED SIKHS was faced with two issues. 
First off, there was no ongoing project under which Kasinja 
could be helped. There was a project named Sikh With A 
Need (SWAN), which hitherto was aimed to provide 
emergency funds and logistics to Sikhs in crisis. Davie 
Kasinja was a Christian. Secondly, like with any other 
claim, this one had to be investigated, and how do we 


K. T. F. of N. A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762 20 


The Sikh Bulletin 


investigate a claim in far-away Malawi, before the deadline 
date. 

We decided that the first one was not so much an issue, since 
Sikhs have always been a giving community. It would be as 
good a time as any to broaden the project to call it ‘Someone 
With a Need’ (SWAN). As for the investigative work, 
UNITED SIKHS dug into its international network and 
contacted a supporter in the UK, Harjit Singh Dhanoa, who 
had himself migrated from Malawi 30 years ago. An email 
that same day to Harjit Singh received a promptly reply 
overnight: “I have asked my friend in Blantyre, Dr Mac, (a 
medical doctor, Dr. Mahomed Abdul Rehman Mukadam) to 
meet with Davie to verify his claim. Within 48 hours, Dr. 
Mac met Davie, checked his documents and his college and 
was able to confirm to UNITED SIKHS that Davie was 
indeed in need, the college was credible and that he would be 
a worthy candidate for our SWAN program. Davie is one of 
five children of a family who are living on the meager 
earnings of their mother. He had no means of finding local 
support in a country that faced its worst food shortage last 
year, with more than 4 million people, 34% of the population, 
without adequate food supplies. “My mission has always 
been focused on schooling mainly to fly high on the 
academic horizon so that I can support myself and the entire 
family”, Davie said in support of his appeal. This flight was 
about to be grounded with the death of his father. 


His mother runs a 
business of selling 
pancakes in his local 
village to support 
herself and her two 
daughters who stay 
with her. Her income 
is equivalent to $2 a 
day, and is barely 
enough to sustain 





Davie Kasinja with the Malawi Sikh sangat 
at the Gurdwara 


them. Davie’s dream is to become a Chartered Accountant. 
The thought of this dream being shattered is what persuaded 
him to try and find someone to help him. 


It was agreed that UNITED 
SIKHS would pay $612.00 
towards Davie’s fees via our 
representative, Dr. Mac, 
directly to the college. Mr. 
Harjit Singh Dhanoa 
volunteered to donate the 
money necessary for the 
tuition. And it was decided 
that the presentation of the 
check would be made, on 
behalf of UNITED SIKHS, at 
the local Gurdwara, 
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Malawi Sikh Association president, Tarlochan Singh, 
with Davie Kasinja and the college principal 


(Sikh place of worship) in Malawi, by the President of the 
Sikh Association, Tarlochan Singh, and Dr. Mac. 


Davie Kasinja and 3 representatives from the Malawi 
College of Accountancy, led by Mr. Machila, arrived at the 
Gurudwara at 1 pm and were served langar (a community 
meal). Davie informed the Sangat (Sikh congregation) how, 
in his desperation, he was scouring the internet and came 
across UNITED SIKHS and the SWAN Project. He 
expressed his gratitude to the Sikh community in Malawi 
and UNITED SIKHS for helping him to pursue his career. 





Dr Mac handing the cheque to the college principal with 
Davie Kasinja looking on 

Dr. Mac explained how Mr. Harjit Singh Dhanoa involved 
him in the project: “The Sikh community, even though 
small in numbers worldwide, is doing a sterling job of 
charitable work all over the world”. He cited a popular 
Langar on the Nairobi/Mombasa highway, where anyone, 
regardless of caste, color, religion or creed, can stop to have 
a meal, water, or simply to freshen up. 


“Davie was a suitable beneficiary for the SWAN project, 
which according to the Sikh principle of Sarbat da Bhala 
(service for the benefit of all), is now open to non-Sikhs, 
after we renamed the project — Someone With a Need 
(SWAN),’said Gurmeet Kaur, a UNITED SIKHS director 
who initiated the SWAN project two years ago, when she 
organized an appeal for another beneficiary, Partap Singh of 
Peru. Read about it at 
http://unitedsikhs.org/PressReleases/COMVCE-09-12- 
2005-02.htm 





“UNITED SIKHS is only able to run the SWAN projects if 
there are ready donors and we are able to verify the 
applicant’s claims to establish if he/she is in urgent need and 
have tried all other means and failed,” Gurmeet Kaur added. 
Davie wrote to UNITED SIKHS, “Words are failing me to 
put into writing how much I am thankful for your support to 
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finish my schooling. It was nice to be amongst Sikhs during 
the cheque presentation ceremony at the Gurdwara. They are 
a wonderful people, so caring and lovely”. He recently 
contacted UNITED SIKHS to inform us that he is busy 
studying for the exams that he will be sitting for in 
December, thanks to our help. He wrote that he is forever 
grateful for our support and will continue to stay in touch. 
You may read a press release on a previous SWAN project at 
http://unitedsikhs.org/PressReleases/COMVCE-28-10-2006- 
00.htm. 





Issued by Rivya Kaur SWAN Project Coordinator UNITED SIKHS 
swan @unitedsikhs.org 


Our Mission 

To transform underprivileged and minority communities and individuals into 
informed and vibrant members of society through civic, educational and 
personal development programs, by fostering active participation in social 
and economic activity. 

UNITED SIKHS is also an avenue for networking between like-minded 
organisations to establish and nurture meaningful projects and dialogues - 
whether social, cultural or political- to promote harmony, understanding and 
reciprocity*in our villages, towns and cities. 

UNITED SIKHS is a coalition of organisations and individuals, who share a 
common vision based on the belief that there is no greater endeavour than to 
serve, empower and uplift fellow beings. The core of our philosophy is an 
unwavering commitment to civic service and social progress on behalf of the 
common good. 

Accordingly, UNITED SIKHS has sought to fulfil its mission not only by 
informing, educating and uplifting fellow beings but also by participating in 
cross-cultural and political exchanges to ensure that the promises and 
benefits of democracy are realized by all. 

We at UNITED SIKHS believe that the development of enlightened and 
progressive societies can be made possible by socially conscious groups of 
people who make a commitment to develop and direct human potential. Our 
work, efforts and achievements stand as a testament to our faith in this 
vision. 


oh KK 


WHY I LEFT THE SIKH TIMES 
Harjinder Singh 
the man in blue harjindersinghkhalsa@ yahoo.co.uk 





I have been asked by a number of people why I left the Sikh 
Times, I hope the underneath answers that question. Gurjeet 
Kaur and Jaspal Singh are not bad people, but I do disagreee 
with them. Sorry for only now posting the column that was 
due on Sunday 25/11, but I have been mad busy the last 
couple of weeks, 


Last week, when I was in the Hounslow Singh Sabha 
Gurdwara with the local Fair Trade group, a member of the 
sangat asked me why I left the Sikh Times, and whether I 
was pushed or left voluntarily. I was not pushed, or at least 
not in the sense that either Gurjeet Kaur or Jaspal Singh 
asked me to leave. I was pushed in the sense that over the 
period that I wrote my columns it became clear to me that the 
Sikh Times is really more a Panjab Times. 


Hug-ug ust asanndt 


November-December 2007 


The problem that faces any publisher of Sikh books, 
magazines or newspapers is that not enough Sikhs read. 
Many of us do not even read the Guru Granth Sahib! 
The Sikh Times publishers need to make a living, but 
selling Panjabi culture while calling it Sikhi is not the 
honest work that is part of Guru’s instruction to us. I feel 
that the publishers should have included more Sikhi in the 
mix of Panjabi culture and Panjabi news. 


It is not so much the nonsense about Bollywood stars that I 
have a problem with. If that sells an otherwise good 
newspaper so be it. Articles about Sikh businessmen who do 
not look like Sikhs and do not show much signs of behaving 
like Sikhs would be more honest if these businessmen were 
described as being ‘of Sikh background’. I have never been 
able to understand the articles on Sikhi by the ‘Sikh 
University’ person and do not care for sensationalised 
articles about murders, regardless whether the victims are of 
Sikh, South Asian or of any other background. 


The Sikh Times really is what it looks like: a tabloid 
newspaper, not a dirty filthy rag like the Sun or the Star, but 
it is a tabloid and not at all a quality newspaper. The straw 
that broke the camel’s back was the Sikh Times’ love for 
sant baba Mohinder Singh, who claims to be the spiritual 
leader of the Sikhs in the UK, and sant baba ‘Nahar Singh Ji 
Sunheranwale’ of the Soho Hill Babe Ke Gurdwara and 
other similar places in which this sant baba can be 
worshipped. Just go to www.babeke.org and see who is 
number one there. 


Everyone has to make their own choices in life. If the Sikh 
Times wants to report on events in Panjab involving ‘His 
Holiness Sant Baba Nahar Singh’, which have no relevance 
for Sikhs in the UK, it is its choice. I will just stick with 
Guru Gobind Singh’s Guru Granth / Guru Panth. I think that 
all Sikhs should stick to that, but it seems that I am in a 


small minority. 
[Harjinder Singh Sikh Activist Columnist Co-Chair National Council for 
Faiths in FE Faith & Cultural Diversity Consultant Heston, Middlesex,UK] 


Tk i ok 


PORTRAIT OF JARNAIL SINGH 


BHINDERANWALE 
Press Note: (Issued at Chandigarh on December 3, 2007) 


Guru Nanak’s epic battle to free the mind of all humans 
began some five and a half centuries earlier. It was intended 
to be an eternal campaign for justice, peace, human dignity 
and freedom of worship to all. It will continue until the last 
depraved human being seeking to control others and to use 
them for his own purpose admits defeat, changes course and 
accepts Akalpurakh’s Will to see everyone free and 
contented. This is the only holy war and must be fought 
with the vehemence and intesity of a soldier at the battle 
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front. Non-violent means are to be preferred as seven of the 
ten Gurus fought non-violently. But he who shirks an armed 
confrontation does unpardonable violence to the most 
profound concept ever evolved in human history. Such a 
person betrays Akalpurakh’s trust, the (tradition) birud of the 
Ten Gurus, and forfeits the purpose of life. 


Sant Baba Jarnail Singh Bhinderanwale was a soldier of the 
Guru and fought the most humane war with the forces of evil 
trying to enslave the Sikh mind in particular. He fought it 
with courage and patience. He was not averse using violent 
means but never used them. To this day he has not been 
accused of any violent activity. The forces of evil led by the 
Indian National Congress under Indira Gandhi, were at that 
time controlling the State, the Press and other instruments of 
power. By tactics that would put the most depraved 
humanbeing to shame, but perfectly in keeping with the 
tradition of M. K. Gandhi and J. L. Nehru, the Congress 
villified and demonised not only the Sant, but the entire Sikh 
people (for which they sought half-hearted pardon in the 
country’s parliament decades later). In the most cowardly and 
inhuman manner, they attacked the Darbar (the only 
monument sacred to entire humankind), destroyed the Akal 
Takhat (the symbol of human freedom), the Sikh Reference 
Library (that preserved documents sacred to the memory of 
the Gurus, who came for everyone) and killed the almost 
unarmed Sant Baba Jarnail Singh Bhinderanwale who was 
the only general fighting for the cause of righteousness. This 
was done by illegally and unjustly misusing the armed forces 
of the country. 


The Congress leaders, their agents and hangerson must know 
that the Sant Baba is a martyr whose memory is sacred to all 
who fight for justice and freedom. All those who express 
regard for him in any manner, only do honour to themselves. 
Though much delayed and carried out for the purpose of 
showing its proper place to the BJP, installation of the 
portrait in the Darbar complex which the Sant died 
defending, is a welcome step and a proud moment for the 
SGPC. 


The Congressmen (and women) are invited to make a fresh 
assessment of their most celebrated leaders to whom the most 
violent acts, like vivisection of the country, the killings of 
atleast 1 million and the violent uprooting of 10 million 
people is directly attributable. Their claim to have obtained 
freedom, stands exposed by the use of nefarious mean to 
enslave the Sikh, Dalits, Muslims and others in the name of 
freedom. Many upheavals after 1947, in which hundreds of 
thousands of innocent freedom-loving individuals have been 
killed all over India by the use of the armed might of the 
Indian State, must be squarely nailed to their door. The 
colonial exploitation of the Punjab’s river waters is as great a 
crime in human history as any. Clearly, the dagger cutting the 
Punjab’s life-line is held in the Congress hands. Should they 
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have the honesty to assess, they will find that all their 
leaders of the present and the past are ‘great’ only in their 
own parlance. All of them put together do not measure up to 
the Sant Baba’s knee, who was a moral collosus. If any 
semblence of grace is still left in them, they should 
withdraw their protest. 


The Sikh people must consider whether the portraits and 
statues of Nehru and Gandhi that dot the sacred land of five 
rivers are in place amongst a people they devastated. These 
symbolise destruction of the Sikh Homeland and the Sikh 
faith. The Sikhs must ask for the removal of the hideous 
faces, busts and statues erected in the Punjab to emphasise 
Punjab’s status of a colony of the cow belt. 


[The above recorded statement was signed by Bhai Daljit Singh Bittoo 
President Akali Dal (Amritsar) and Gurtej Singh before being released to 
the Press. It was hoped that it would lead to a healthy debate and would put 
the matter of Sant’s portrait in proper perspective. It was however, 
universally ignored by the Press that has been airing only selected views on 
Sikh issues for the past six decades.] 


oh ok 2K 


THE (PAKISTAN) SIKH MARRIAGE BILL 2007: 
A SHORT HISTORY 
Gurtej Singh, Chandigarh 


[The event is not even a week old and many misunderstandings have 
already cropped up. Jathedar Manmohan Singh Bajaj has already claimed 
that it was their group which persuaded the government of Pakistan to 
adopt the marriage law. He also claims that his group had provided the 
draft of the law to be enacted. Both claims are preposterous and when he 
made them in my presence, I told this to his face. I asked for a copy of the 
draft that he had provided but he had none. Syed Afzal Haider, the present 
Law Minister, the moving spirit behind the intention to enact Sikh 
Marriage Law has been in office for a short while before he made his 
intentions known. There appears to be little doubt that Dr. Pritpal Singh 
and his friends persuaded him — if he, at all needed any persuation. This 
writing intends to keep the record straight and is being written (on 
December 11, 2007) while the memory still is fresh.] 


My second visit to Pakistan this year came totally 
unexpected again. From the daily papers I learnt that 
Pakistan’s Law Minister Syed Afzal Haider had announced 
(in response to Dr. Pritpal Singh’s public request — as 
became known later) that the Government of Pakistan was 
prepared to enact law relating to Sikh marriages. This 
happened at Nankana Sahib during the birthday celebrations 
of Guru Nanak, when a huge crowd of worshippers from all 
over the world had converged on the Guru’s Nankana and 
was a part of the audience. This was very welcome news in 
every way. For the first time in the world a country had 
committed at the highest level to enact Sikh personal law. 
The effect on other countries, particularly India, could be 
guessed. I had met Mr. Haider during my last visit and had 
performed an errand for him. He appeared to me to be a 
serious person whose word could be relied upon. All that I 
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planned in this respect was to look on with expectation until 
it happened. 

That was not to be. I learnt later that Haider asked Dr. Pritpal 
Singh to provide him with a draft of the law to be enacted. So 
on November 24" itself (the date of announcement) Dr. 
Pritpal Singh rang up Paramjit Singh Sarna, president of the 
DGMC and requested him to have the draft prepared. The 
requirement was that it should be done immediately as 
Haider wanted it to become law before elections to the 
parliament had taken place — democracy has its own pitfalls. 
Sardar Sarna asked his lawyer friends including Mr. Phoolka, 
Justice Sodhi and Mr. K. T. S. Tulsi and some other judges in 
Delhi and Chandigarh to do the job within a week or so. They 
all, naturally, felt that the time was too short. On the 27 
afternoon, he rang me up with the same request. When he 
explained the circumstances, I knew that it was now or never. 
I consulted my colleague at the Tat Gurmat Taksal Sardar 
Harshinder Singh, who is also a lawyer and we conveyed our 
agreement to undertake the difficult job. 

The 27" was spent in collecting all the material we needed. It 
consisted of earlier attempts, available in my personal 
archives and all the marriage laws we know to have been 
used for formulating the Hindu Marriage Act and the Special 
Marriages Act, downloading all the available electronic 
copies, buying some books and so on. Anand Marriage Act 
of 1909 was available in the Encyclopaedia of Sikhism. By 
the evening we were ready for the job. 


We sat for the next three days from sunrise to sunset. After 
sunset Harshinder Singh continued the work of consulting his 
lawyer friend Kamaljit Singh Dhillon. Dhillon also sat with 
us for half a day and gave very valuable suggestions. By the 
30" the law had taken some shape. On December 1“ we held 
a meeting at the Guru Granth Sahib Bhawan in Sector 27, 
Chandigarh. Most of the invitees including, Professors 
Kashmir Singh (who came all the way from Amritsar), 
Professor Kulbir Singh, Justice Ajit Singh Bains (who had to 
fetch his wife and left midway), Navkiran Singh advocate 
(who also had an important errand to run and left midway), 
Sardar Amarjit Singh (a lexicographer), Sardar Balwant 
Singh Gulliani Advocate and Sardar Harjinder Singh Dilgeer 
an author. 


Those who could not attend, included Justice S. S. Sodhi 
(who had his hands too full to spare time), Mr. Gurmeet 
Singh Advocate (who goes to Sirsa every Saturday), Justice 
K. S. Tiwana (who was extremely graceful and would have 
loved to perform the service to the people but could not 
attend due to poor health as he is 82 and has had a by-pass 
surgery). A couple of others did not respond. 


We provided to this small group the complete draft that we 
had prepared the previous day. Sardar Harshinder Singh read 
it out section by section and both of us noted down the 
suggestions they gave. Several valuable suggestions came 
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from Professor Kashmir Singh. On the whole it went well. 
There were not many changes that were required. 
Harshinder Singh and I sat down for about an hour and 
incorporated them in our draft. We polished it up a little bit 
up to the afternoon of the next day, 


By the evening of the 2" a hard copy of it had been 
despatched to Sardar Sarna who had been enquiring about it 
almost everyday after the 28'. It reached him by the 
evening and he sent it to Justice Kuldip Singh early next 
morning. He was requested to suggest changes; we had 
enough time to incorporate them. The judge initially found 
the draft somewhat inadequate but agreed that it would do 
for Pakistan. He was requested to make changes that would 
be required in India. He promised to do it if three leading 
spiritual personalities sat with him throughout the exercise. 
Sama is a resourceful person and perhaps will be able to 
arrange nine maunds of oil to enable Radha to dance. At 
least, a draft for India will not have to be done in a hurry 
and will perhaps be prepared by the most spiritually inclined 
and the legally most looked up to personalities. The others 
to whom copies were sent by Sarna, could not give any feed 
back and of them only Mr. K. T. S. Tulsi went through it 
thoroughly. 


We left for Amritsar on way to Lahore on the 5" morning 
and reached on the 6". Tulsi had crossed the border with us 
and Manjit Singh Khaira came an hour or so later. Our 
meeting with the Law Minister was fixed in the evening. 


In the prepratory meeting, P. S. Sarna, Dr. Pritpal Singh, 
Manjit Singh Khaira and the rest of us took part. Khaira 
wanted that the draft that he had brought should be 
presented although nobody had seen it earlier. He explained 
that the chief merit of his draft was that the succession act 
had also been incorporated in it. He said that he had 
provided, unlike in the Hindu Adoption Act, that young 
person of any age could be adopted. Harshinder Singh’s 
opinion was that no adoption and succession law can be 
enacted without consulting the people who were to be 
governed by it. Meanwhile, Professor Kashmir Singh read 
over a few sections at random and found that it tallied with 
the Hindu Adoption Act on the point of the age of the 
person to be adopted. Khaira attributed it to the folly of the 
typist whom he had instructed not to include it. It was clear 
that the draft had been prepared without due care. So his 
request to present it to the Law Minister did not find favour 
with anyone. Tulsi spoke highly of the other draft and 
thought ‘not a word or a punctuation mark needs to be 
changed.’ He felt ‘proud’ that among the Sikhs there were 
capapble persons who could draft laws. It was a highly 
‘specialised job’ according to him. He used other 
superlatives regarding the drafting team, with which the 
reader of this piece will not be concerned and mentioning 
them may expose the writer to the charge of immodesty. 
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The meeting with the Law Minister took place in the evening. 
With the entire Press looking on, the draft of the Sikh 
Marriage Act was presented by Mr. Sarna. The Minister 
assured us that he had taken the permission of the President 
and all other formalities had been completed. The next 
morning we were informed that the draft had already been 
sent to Islamabad for the scrutiny of the Law Ministry. The 
ceremony took place in the Pearl Continental and was 
followed by dinner. Pritpal Singh dropped us back to the 
Gymkhana Club. [Pak Act History; December 11, 2007] 


oh i ok 


PAKISTANI GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES 
ANAND MARRIAGE ACT. 


(Extensions of Remarks - December 13, 2007) 
Speech of Hon. Edolphus Towns of New York in The House of 
Representatives, Thursday, December 13, 2007. 


Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, the government of Pakistan 
has recognized the Anand Marriage Act of 1909. This act 
covers Sikh marriages. I commend the Pakistani government 
for this show of tolerance and religious freedom. There are 
only about 15,000 Sikhs in Pakistan. When is India, with its 
22 million Sikhs, going to recognize the same act? It has 
been on the books for almost a century. India refuses to 
enforce or even recognize the Anand Marriage Act. Instead, 
it records all Sikh marriages as Hindu marriages under the 
Hindu Marriage Act. This constitutes a refusal of “secular", 
“democratic" India to recognize Sikhism as a_ separate 
religion. Instead, they seek to subsume it under Hinduism. 
The fact that Guru Nanak, who began the Sikh religion, was 
born Hindu no more makes Sikhism a part of Hinduism than 
the fact that Jesus was Jewish makes Christianity part of 
Judaism. The Indian government is simply trying to eliminate 
the Sikh religion by subverting it and forcing Sikhs into 
Hinduism. Where is the freedom of religion in India? 


Madam Speaker, this is unacceptable! America can and must 
do something to protect the rights and freedoms of all people 
in South Asia. We can start by stopping our aid to India and 
our trade until such time as it learns to respect the rights of all 
people regardless of ethnicity, religion, or social status. And 
we should put this Congress on record in support of self- 
determination for the Sikhs of Punjab, Khalistan, the 
Muslims of Kashmir, the Christians of Nagaland, and all the 
others who seek freedom. India will not allow such free and 
fair votes, belying its self-proclaimed democratic principles. 
The essence of democracy is the right to self-determination. 
Madam Speaker, I would like to insert the Council of 
Khalistan's press release on the Anand Marriage Act into 
the Record: 


oh KK 
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PAKISTAN RECOGNIZES 
ANAND MARRIAGE ACT. 
WASHINGTON, D.C., December 6, 2007 

The government of Pakistan has formally recognized the 
Anand Marriage Act, which governs Sikh marriages. The 
act was adopted in 1909. Even though there are only about 
15,000 Sikhs in Pakistan and there are millions of Sikhs in 
India, India still refuses to recognize the act. While Sikhs 
conduct marriages in accord with the Anand Marriage Act, 
the Indian government will not certify them under the act. 
Instead, they are recorded under the Hindu Marriage Act. 
The Indian government is trying to destroy the Sikh 
religion. Its failure to recognize the Anand Marriage Act is 
one more way that it is carrying out this effort. Sikh 
marriages are different from Hindu marriages. Hindu 
couples circle around a fire. Sikh couples circle around the 
Guru Granth Sahib, the Sikh Holy Scripture, four times. 


“I would like to thank the Pakistani government for its 
recognition of the Anand Marriage Act, which is almost a 
hundred years old," said Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, 
President of the Council of Khalistan, which leads the Sikh 
struggle for freedom. ‘Pakistan's action has shown a level 
of tolerance that supposedly secular, supposedly democratic 
India has never shown," he said. “That is very telling. It 
shows the true face of India," he said. “There is no place for 
Sikhs, Muslims, Christians, or other minorities there." The 
Indian government has murdered over 250,000 Sikhs since 
1984, more than 300,000 Christians since 1948, over 90,000 
Muslims in Kashmir since 1988, and tens of thousands of 
Tamils, Assamese, Manipuris, Dalits, and others. The Indian 
Supreme Court called the Indian government's murders of 
Sikhs ~worse than a genocide." 


Indian police arrested human-rights activist Jaswant Singh 
Khalra after he exposed their policy of mass cremation of 
Sikhs, in which over 50,000 Sikhs have been arrested, 
tortured, and murdered, and then their bodies were declared 
unidentified and secretly cremated. He was murdered in 
police custody. His body was not given to his family. The 
police never released the body of former Jathedar of the 
Akal Takht Sardar Gurdev Singh Kaunke after SSP Swaran 
Singh Ghotna murdered him. Ghotna has never been 
brought to trial for the Jathedar Kaunke murder. No one has 
been brought to justice for the kidnapping and murder of 
Jaswant Singh Khalra. According to a report by the 
Movement Against State Repression (MASR), 52,268 Sikhs 
are being held as political prisoners in India without charge 
or trial. Some have been in illegal custody since 1984! Tens 
of thousands of other minorities are also being held as 
political prisoners, according to Amnesty International. We 
demand the immediate release of all these political 
prisoners. 


History shows that multinational states such as India are 
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doomed to failure. Countries like Austria-Hungary, India's 
longtime friend the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, 
Czechoslovakia, and others prove this point. India is not one 
country; it is a polyglot like those countries, thrown together 
for the convenience of the British colonialists. It is doomed to 
break up as they did. “Only a sovereign, independent 
Khalistan will allow the Sikhs of Punjab and the other people 
of the subcontinent to live in freedom, dignity, and 
prosperity,” said Dr. Aulakh. “As Professor Darshan Singh, a 
former Jathedar of the Akal Takht, said, ‘If a Sikh is not for 
Khalistan, he is not a Sikh’,” Dr. Aulakh noted. “We must 
continue to press for our God-given birthright of freedom,” 
he said. “Without political power, religions cannot flourish 
and nations perish. Let us join together and free Khalistan.” 


oh i ok 


PAK ISSUES LAND ACQUISITION NOTICES 
FOR VARSITY 

Varinder Walia, Tribune News Service, Amritsar, December 14, 2007 
The government of Pakistan has issued land acquisition 
notices to lease holders for acquiring 2,500 acres for setting 
up an international university after the name of Guru Nanak 
at Nankana Sahib. The land was allotted in the name of Guru 
Nanak by Rai Bular Bhatti, a contemporary of the first Sikh 
master and a devout Muslim, who had become his disciple. 
Today, Nankana Sahib Estate consists of about 16,962 acres, 
mainly leased to farmers and residents of Nankana Sahib. 
Almost all houses there are built on the property donated by 
the Bhatti family. Maharaja Ranjit Singh had also allotted 
2,000 acres in the name of Guru Nanak at his birth place. 


The ancient revenue records that the entire land of Nankana 
Sahib given to Guru Nanak by Bhatti measures 757 murabas 
(approx 18,750 acres) and is now controlled by the Evacuee 
Trust Property Board of Pakistan (ETPB) and is leased out to 
the residents of Nankana Sahib. 

According to Manmohan Singh, leader of the Sikh-Muslim 
Federation, the ETPB had directed the farmers to vacate their 
land shortly so that construction work of the proposed 
university could be started. Manmohan Singh said that Lt 
Gen (retd) Zulfikar Ali Khan, chairman of ETPB, was keen 
to fulfill the demand of the Sikhs by setting up Guru Nanak 
International University. Apart from other academic works, 
the proposed university would have a comparative study 
centre on Sikhism, other religions and various languages of 
both sides of Punjab. The Pakistan authorities have already 
got possession of 300 acres at Nankana Sahib for setting up 
the university while the rest of land would be acquired in due 
course of time. 


oh 2K ok 
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ugst sded as ss ae Stent act nrafsa J Hdtsa AAS 
TIS S Jol feast 3s Unt OFS Hore) $ oS wet at 
a fhaodt Wes feet 8S Jo! 





mere 3 sa He ow fH us Aw Suds STS HAS 
vA as a Vast ses ada 3, Wg ASH TH mes Te, 
at far & floss aae dt Gor dt ages act 31 e323 oa 
aed, TRUSS, Astas wen, vee, ufta feos 3 feo st 
WSs Hat 2? AON fAHeS (HSdHU) SS AS da AS A Aad, 
fes 3t feo aH gOS Hors At “fda Sear at eeast ga st 
sur’ TH ad Afsere Ade asa Ae fee I Tel Ts mae 
Afsa aes 48 o Ae fea 3a ufsars 47 AH ot Gre fea 
@e Sod 48 AS, Ase uUlsAT feast Aw, SF vos Bad 
fade We Xe AS TAS Ae Ast AS A ae! Cu sds nas 
ZS HS, os St usGuardt Aol Adisa AM fe da Hy AH 
Hes do a HOY HST ct yout afemre ad Had Aol fAA 
Urarest Stat Stemt at fsa ST) oA ast AT oat o fe eR sgt AS 
ga ofeds T Wed! Soh so Chat waht or ATeatht! fAot 
ad Afra & wet Ht sua ast, ‘ ‘saa gu’ a & fess, 
Guat cut ot afzast oet nfo Set vata fer FS, yreret 
wHett Je, Sus SH age SHS sds ae Jel RAST oT 
aot frosts fefson fee adt fee fea wa = fie fs 
OHHS fat we Te, fa Hag AU 6, das wg a, to We 
Hoe S, fryss Hot 8s Jo ? “Age da a wgue oy” 
UTIs BS, Ao a fhe uls de 3, UH Tae 5 SS IMS 
25 $ ase us 30 2a at wee eS 23 2s “ont AS” wm 
Hott sar Hotfent ait, oe ie a 
Jol fact cane Sf a Fa wet (fr: qrave fr) Sat 
AM 3a, AHS Sa A Hf Ht (Tevws-Gsag, 8-03) Hurd ct 
deat (ust) ow AS da afeds AGS T WUees, An fea 


K. T. F. of N. A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762 26 


The Sikh Bulletin 


ceet utn & fer Sue Jol Ms HITS AHS Be Jo fa wa ct 
Ford ot arnt TI 


Tg wre Atos At Ase go ct a nae feu, a ot AT 
us agH & ale Cas a du fee Jol ws WU, Ha HE, 
Ho, aust sit fSurag ter, Gua ag une afae, orfe nda as 
aaH, fart BF feu od WI Afsag aed feos (ITE ee 
Se) fea sufhe age gs; ot us! AS Sst Hs tet, Hs oS 
23 AAG SH AGS Sat J! TA TS - 
flord fEo fafa free o vet, H aS ATH niSaTl| 
afs uf Fomit & ers, aA afa fader gael! (641) 

asectant fa act gars us us da AT Je, aet oad 
uot & fas sa US Jol was us, AfsA us, Hue urs, wat 
Hue us, He urs, Heat US, uM ntuet fSSSH US, Sad 
TGA, 3 disse veers! 83 We us fsoa0 Jet gene H 
cohr fea aed ASH odt fhe! AAS at ote o Hot fet & Het 
a sfesst st Sede T Wet weet Ah AS nen, fe AH st 
UnSint fed fea for | mAs ae At aeds F atSo S AHBE 
al fears mS eHoet 3 oe u a, AnH oer da fies ass 
was ttl us wiftor odt Sfemr, wat wast wana rar, Sct 
Bae Fags sur gd Jo 3 eS Tat Ge SH Id Tol 


ima fea “oo pom’ so (fimrn) fue® eT A A ASF 
“oy we” nest ust one orfe aera ut faa di feast 
fed TA & fomr “ao HAST, fran fee Sa “Ae Ae’ fue 
gee fea anorg of fom fre fa Soes Wat ot orbs ct 
ad, Hdas 5 fread Jae, Sat fT HaSCue|r (agistardt Ss) 
YSH adel qeH fedu Sua AT sa ao Be, Hens fit fea 
fis a “ge a de” yar a, Us unes 3 Fo Sa ueSeat 
OH nae 3 Fates ve Va Bat $ Hears StS Bde SH, THA 
Bee Jol fea Sat we Va Ba fa Head fee F oe ws He 
JS| MUS Aeat & tut aH afegst SAS To AoHt we vss tH 
afin IIE TSI wat HES fea SES us vet fea tse fat 
tHe odt T| Hed AH Ho fa aus feu ee a EA SH’ a 
wu ager 31 AS AA we freed 3 “oor Amt om” fea 
fen fisar! fesat a rsd fea Td - 

Je Bae Ja fevat t ot fa oon US Ss sufi wr fas Hse 
3 us ol feo TAS Ae SS sded es fang, fos A for 
tang 

feaat Stent S Haardt HaugHst fee sf a, Sst Tas FST Bet 
Jl aes Fe 8a Td fea Hea F aet forest urs ag BS 
“ugtugar” wet Set Jal Haart Tou & fers feast B at 
ATS Sdt Gost! vor fa aS UTS or AS fETat nus Heat 
6 “oH thugs” asee di wad © fegu wren ae odt 
adoll feo fase “usa Hee tt HS Ae” age Jol fen 
Sa Tt de Io WE! sy Het meuss, MofeRMSHt, ferns, 
fonesadt urfe cadihat metres west, feat & ae oad Sdt 
wGecint 2 aaa Aw F ot “Sa wed” Wa AS, wes Ht 
qs" AoWS 6, H3g AU ot wat une or ad Jol feat cH 
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Saree 


vs Us eT 


Ugh used 2 fret Sot aedt wast (HST ant S fest 
ant) fay de ow ods an admit gol gan uses 
fred F uct sgt AT Hs a THatst cH Tet uret fee asa 
vat Jol BS wT UAT HONS Ta oe Jus Ish Jol Tot 
adees ane S st nue can ct use a alst! fEA FH 
Syst ade, a at ugst AO det sa Sar ue Jol BA A 
fret Fe ome ons oA get Shor fa sar (fas 3a 
SS-ZaAMAS) wi Guat wT door a init fr: qeavs 
fru, uruet faut fase “aeeret us wane” fed Hag ae 
tie 230 3 fire 3 Ag de ont wa 3 ag ware Ave at 
Ufemn fer “gos ye Hes fos F? Te Hew ofS 2 Se 
tise feos 3 9° Guat & fea As de S Shor - “HST TT 
fad efoag 3, ys tes... FF wer ss auet fee 
vl asst use HSS, 7G, TTS SF Ha WU als feg feT 
etddd Had afenr...."| we Id oS Hat ct Sus 43 Bu Aw 
J 2a vech cd fea & & Hat dH de wee ag Su feu go fat 
chit shut Ft wast As, Sat ues Ua Id Jol Teret tat 
Celso F HOUT a tet UAT Shor T1 Hat fea AT St Jo Tt 
aefus| 


mG ge qoaet & usne uste, feed fa “ue 430, ad 

23 W dd Jol A TS TSH HS Ue fe CA At ue Hse 

fara d 2 at Ba us Sot fue wo moe fue JS! Us- 
“HBoH ast use He Hse fase UTS II” (TI-6 

sigtias wa ta + 4s OR Ga A seo oe 

“nfsony ufs ig eter” st fer ae gal mat Ia SH- fyar 

foe ae Hee fee Ja sg fwet (27- 10) de fr ad TS- 

acret for cathe de fa He ae AU AU || 

aseet Bor ae fhe aaeret fos af AES I (2-32) 

Aidt qerat oH Ces ad dt aet TaeHA Ft S fafimr J, a 

far ffa Hee 3 Hs ws! Ig Fg- 

aout tre fds 3 dae FHM 

SHY Aa wise ut mifiys usb! (19-20) 


w@ Je Teal fed Had wu At fe ad UeStel Afsarg Ft 
Wd CH dd Jo - 

1. Reet Heh, gro aren, fore fiorett AeA 

ade ATE AHTS HoH AS fe at TEA (611) 
aot aes Buen Ae, aes ens Guan $ fes ad, fase fed 
Ha & Guen $ act se onl free GH ade arae AHH ys S 
foe fra ere 
2 ae & wee He wife eA eu dT MEST ATE (1334) 
fer tact fe ag 2 vee ve fe sACe & aH TI us GH 
ufsadiat & Add age st win Akt vos sdt Jol fadarg 
UHSH St Adte dfos T BAe vss Je wT ASS Ht ad dT! feg 
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Use at JS ? Jad fed “use TT Suen” JS 
3. AS & vse SAfs AS Shs Afar ustst Sat (+) 
feA unre fed st te Ate vas fase fes EAE FH dew unt aet 
J, Hee Buen 
4, PU SAS ST OH A Vy SHS ST SHI! 
wis UTe wTaibe use Afsers farsi (218) 
a oa At we Hofha dort S usH ade Ser 3a forse J 1s 
use H 3a ferns fon (fomrs) FHSS, Fat Hes eats ats AT 
Hae Jl 
5. Hot HS ae fase sae wigan oH AfSSdti(384) 
fee ABag At dS ag & Guen 6 ot “Hat Aaa” aga fimo 
ast Jl 
6. dA AS Uf ates ai! 
varat first Pas TEI (391) 
fen at Afsag at} odt aA 6 “at Aad” ure o efsurtenr TI 
7. “aa Hs Ags & fare 
Ud edo ufo AU AS SHI! (AUHAI-9-5) 
feA use fea Atos At Ba Usa HS ATS foams, Sa aS F 
Cad aes as re fons THS ads ot Tote ast TI 
8. Td a aS AfU HSI So sas AT SSI! (895) 
wAet sat fedt o fa Afsag Ate Jan } Adar ad, Alea 
fea Ts 
9. Ho He Af sas! Ife us ET AS HS11(396) 
ud Aisag 3 feo Suen fest do, Ae Sart oes Tus TI 
10. Te at Hels feate ate AI! 
ad & Hate Afs ats HSI! (897) 
nuet HS Oo USHS mond eS TT Suen 6 HS ws Ho a 
Adlag aa! 
ll. Te we Buen ASIA Sa AfY AafA AHA! (896) 
o wet Afsag Ht eo Suen He Ho, fEH } Aelargs fee ct AS 
HY Jal 
12. He fas AS Hse oe 
fae ad Hals 5 ors WS 
He hg ofs on sAfeS ag Soa US UM! (1040) 
Heel & wea 3 dee, Ase we soe, rust Osu feos a 
Aad 3 mrs fee 31 ae F wate seas us odt Taft 
um Hes ost Avftest eat ys At At ore nS TE ol AE TT 
PIAS TTI SHOU Us UST, AUS HS (FS) OS AS far 
13. Het ddo Te HIS 1 
es ofa te USHA afe eer VIHS Td Stl (717) 
J Ht! Aad mt ct Ase fee oo a deo ests aGe YS UT 
wat 3) fAHe 23 oa de Got Hoy, Afag ¢ det 6 we 
age 3) adat sot de oot F Gn 5 ys at Ht eS 
Aisarg rte Suen 
14. “ad afm’ AT ard AHSTII 
Fed dis Aon whe reg || AS ofS Zach uTSTI| (832) 
oT Doha! F Aa SoH age’ oT CA Sgt aH ad! Tg & su 
ge eS was } pus a feorg fea or Had feR Het SS 
Haat 3 vefent efsnret UBT 
15. Uo wo AU Bu AS AB Bulg SHI! 
ofe ofs gHet Ff Ae fA UTS AHI! (401) 
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3 Sug, cat we feu asts ais, da fies TI fA ag et 
feast 3 Flee a ugest UUs ag Bet AHS 
16. “Og Queth” au ufs ASTI 
“ag Quath” oH Sf aa 
“ag Gueth”’ sefs Afs duo, feo sau HT ud AS" 
(1077) 
v wee! Aa & fate nose AS da tt 6 fase feo 
er] ag ot fitter odt set da fe da adi ag & Guan 
3 SIH BSS AT FS SS Wed! 
17. Sf ofs on Aes AT wet 
“gqaGueth”’ Afs wy udTet! (1134) 
waret fsa fa a AH ads Tear, Sdt Aes Afr wear 
fea Ast ag FS yus TS o, ag ars F Has age w sdiar 
CHE Tl 
18. HS at Hf faurag ufe AS SI FS Sat 
wofee ufs afs oy foures aa Afsad at HfS Bat! (800) 
a amet, nmue Ho ot eat us S foura feG, feo ae gst wnt 
Beret) Syst usins S we Ts, ABag ot aut Hs ao 
We ad, fect wns Ales Ars SI 
19. mGua AZ Sz AS SSI Adews foe Hfs We! (196) 
ats adtd Wat Sct MSI AS urd STS HSI (971) 
afore At So Ae fos fu we dU, da We Ass Sag Cus 
dos Hyst Jo, kee Fors St Soret ustas 7 MAS Tet 
gost a Hea S CA ot oe ot Ret fas 31 de Set Asa 
wife GAS OSH adi T Hae 
20. oafa fhe ae Fae Staten Afsares 32 He ura 
3S 5 US Hone Ate THEI 
sonfs feats der uf (944) 
ov fmrfss! og & Fae (Geet) 6 fead-AHE us| fA sgt 
Afsarg at et omit ate Aas on Feat Hoe fears us a 
ae odt ANSE! ER Sgt wed Afsur Stor sire Ti St HS 
arse Afsagd ¥ (feast aad) edt sat afiet Ji fet ares 
fees wo ou ot Affe 3, ws Ars fee St wars Sag ureT 
eet Fe a 


nad fads-uect AS! grt aseret use! Hfos Ug femr, 
aeret fea, “Asa, sta Had, HoT, He AS ’ afsarg & 
SueH SAS urfior 3) gens fe feat fee au wet det at 
aot, 7S Oa Toeet Re ct for Time T2) PS st Aare 
ft ® gon 3 ans fees & Cn non des vas sear oT 
ag Afters 5 FeN et USH Hsst oe odt, fimreu we fos 
awe atst Atl frat S wefores HAtest fs 3 Sehr Aol Hse 
urs wre Sd HSI tse Fut a ur & fiat S you S gafes 
geteor a feo 31 Sfont os, cane ees, Aft ee fra 
ue 6 fA ddd Us FB Uae VS WT Id Jol EH VS Ua Ss Ra 
fsdarg & os otter At Aes At 31 wi Js Hod, Sse 
3 wees ue dt ue ae Ford) wot wut cnt nidar fern? 
Yyses ad fest Jo! fest Haat ust ow, AS fears went 
a ness ot addt set a ot od) “Ast ge ABag wet Au 
Te 35” usetour a for d - “woss wet UA Aso of 
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out ant’ test ne a fet 6 ag oe fees a as fis 
fenasint 6 Rea yeteur a far ol ae fe fem Uast t nee 
fe Js - Ges & wes (eo + for -oet ats) oe ag Ft 
ues wat SS ys! T feo F) ase oS fort As DAT 
fia de nae fu Afsag feH dee } We ae dF fH gi AT 
WuH TT Jo - 
Tg ant, ug foes, HS Ao", 35 SII 
aod Td fas Ho aT Ta 3S Cus wed 3 art Tl! (1237) 
ae & fora wet c, ust fee fearst chat ashi Jo Ho 35 
fears fea TA IS Isl T Ted HS 35 T Ye BS (fEaT) AEG 
ag & firs oot Yee Jol de aet Sor mga ad fa Hous 
3 Fat famns & Fa 
dd 28 - Aas TST OH a Ig wSt aet ort! (1258) 
udis fea fea ys ow das ad fea aoe Suen fue 
AHS ade Ti - 
ufs Ra, aes fa, f&a thre ofa 
afs fraht a 3 ong, fea off fats ofa 
ufs fr fas cet of, sg gH 3S fe afel 
uf fA 6 Aexfo, fa so ae wate wis 
ufe fans df efers A fe wf 3 fae fe (83) 
uoet Had wut et dee Oe fea ors AH SF wer US soe T 
foo J] Sderat Cnt asin Cus Tit 3, sd sat oa 
3g aebyt Jol fra do agnatst, efoH GAs 3 ae Te A 
for d| feo Jo as ATE AS aS Ta Tec fEH BS O SUE 
sree wet aoeet & famro, ffSson ct AHS, aTGHS fesAet, 
ofos Hire ad, oa fea Het aret fasat ta BSso od Te, 
Cat ta udsint t pases 's faas odt Hata 
Courtesy www.sikhmarg.com 
ok ok ok ok ok 


qe A. AS fHw sors a qoHfamrs 
ets sfoor st ATG Tans Je? 

adues (Brampton), Hews (Mayfield) ada, & feos 
fea, faa A. AS faw soe at ofad de Ao, t Hwa Ss 
AS nue fort we fed esas & offen st A. Het fy 
SoH At Ha PINT YE A, ASE JS MAHA nus yee 
usd @ Ho 2m Sue OH afe ae! Ae Oo AS MT-ST 
oud dae (wad aes) Sar st aS AHS U aet fa fect 
gaHtamns A. Ae fHu sare Ht mrad fort Aeat § és 
wd S| 

WS ust dir At fa A. Ae fAw sare at fant gs 
ages wives feo 3-4 feo oer aaadi ug vAd uA 
fitut dot as Ases Agen fee fegu ot wea SH Het 
ot Atl yoet ate fa usé3 Anet 3 gees Aes ct 
aHet oS Tews ada HAS Oo HSS font 3 A. Het thy 
SoH Ato deer et Har ot fear fom A a Feu Gat 
Ben dfenr od) Ast A. Ae fy at dot o thee ow tar 
a fen aga dt afer | 

16 @HEd, 2007 AH © AS UA A eH Ct ade A. AAS 


fHu Hae, A. muda fAw HoaSAD 3 A. aduds fAw 
fags aor 3 Cus fes faaae 3 uit eet aet Ane 
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otf 3 use war fx sost on at a? H faa Ht 
dduse feu fase aa 3 BA 3S UDA BS AS nied 
me wet faa niag ct eq ada wat wet & sagt or 
seu UE age arg fed ufsst ct as edt 3 Sse ae At 
fen aga ¥ far At H oe rus we awe SB nret| fEA 
ada Bu HOY nied ver fam 3 se 3a A AST St WI 
ot us od fase fas H ows 3 BA wT & ATUHE ad B 
mtfenr| fess 6 8a ser nent fed nied us-TE ATa 
aod mfeur 3 AS oe vied & fom we fea At AE 
ufsae wer A. aaes fRu Jes frost ufsest dt Ap] At 
3 Sa Adt ue fifer| SAS Ua FT ure fentasint ave 
Weadt adetet fagt ¢ aH st mat 3m Te ai ug fea 
fenast won “ds” AGI d| vB Foe F are AHS 
feast deat ag cet) Sst ga St gar Sd wet 
Aea fest fom fx set At usu S St dt fhee ow 
Cures ase ode TA ad Ga AE es del Tere a 
gone 3: 

Tat HIST Sil MH Ju a Ho Hf wal Td YATE 
fad fea% Wari 1 ll A (srt 186} 

asst Hoe Sil afs sfs Hos wa wWaby efol SI Yat 
chmr ssufsiii Aas nud ag afsord ef 5 wet 
AUT SSI ToS I Lar 186} 

HW fas de AS! da At act uit ue ast din od 
8A ae st mat frase nrut ant aga fees de Ti 
qerat ow cane 3: 

fasts agH a des, afs far He THI wt ae 
Toten FH, afr mire ys at AHI (Uist 133} 

sos der ot Fete Got ted Adt AHS Hse A. AST 
fHu sous at ¢ Hodes Bat SHS ‘AGH’ wen wt 
Hsee Ja-gu SHS IW AS! Ae a A. Ae fAw At} 
ast de ast Sat t Aza AS TAS aa Feat a 
Ho! adeetl fea ‘aaufe’ Sed UNTSHT SJ HAut SHS eT 
nifenr 31 fae: 

qonfa oe qeyfa ed aonfe sfomm Ayret (auf 





UHTSH" STHS) 

aofh fu® Ag ueint qenfs Ae fadoi3si  (oonfe 
HOY SHS) 

AY AnH adet A ad genfe de usage 
(aay YHTSHT SAS) 


ast es ame AS fan da and fea & ae fra at 
fooret Ht S Souter At or ae A. wdte fAw at of 
feS 3 nmut fan ut 3 est Uus ct Usa Hen 3 doa 
feos-feces ade a A fhat & sos Gas ws OA 
Hole at sHt AS shet sun @sa feGa fe ag aoa 
wf & gone fedt 3 site fut $ was de 3 Sfomr 
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Ww Aad! ug feg at sane At t afge S wit dws ads 
wet fanrg J Te! 


q. Ae fAw sore tS as Uasint ge a fas fe ag 
Ht fiat $ ums ad us f& ‘Wsde Hee & HES sa dt ar 
ad ntat oe, dint & faa fe Ga woast feadt dt a 
args nmut nics ot faadt are urfe afs fe yme 
estas et unct age dt Ba Ao fa Bat SF Ga aH 
fax at og at fea fs Ft Gait, AgefSnr, fiat 3 usst 
3% AfsHs ddt! ag At a ‘fogHs ue’ nue sds chit 
Sent feat ows Crrfanr dfeor fea set ude 31 feA 
fea far use He at far Ft fe 3 aet at adh) we HE 
ad At a Tau: 

at ag afs ne whe QIHE oe Hor urfei Fait 
Fats 3 AS vig II AB GS a HTD (us 662} 
fen Hea fed Tg At udu S nied Afra HSU aes ct 
SHE Ade Jo! wet, FHS J dat & ag mH fas fas 
a fess wee Jal at (A fea UA st fenemt oH oT 
3a 0 3 eh UA Tan St U7 fones of use Aget ado 
ad) FO as A TH ot He (foes) ufet J | yronet 
(@st Heard) Sion § wt ag og & Stee-fenae 
(St) wae S| Hatt st nigt dS ries ct ae odt Wee | 
(fea f$3 rus e% usar ys, ud) feat far = ot 
nivd wTSHa Ales eB HE ST HET 121 

A Ao A Wats ues | Te usASt Sa WES Il AH A 
a Gad ad i de usAet eg He I A OHNE FOG 
des uo urfu st AAs awe aS 3 Worse Aet 
fefe G2  yAmrE Het He aS 1 uf ys A UsSTE 
i fan fafs coq at SITES IN4ISIT7I (UST 662} 
widt CHE JS fe ant, Wat ms gone fan sgt wo dar 
ode go wine dat Ga 3 a Hes ct at WS MBE ST 
3 ag ot fear ow fea uses ow Sul Ais ue TZ 
od Go Ta as SoH te HS Sse saat 
fas ams eSor fees afger diene vfonret wont se 
use F | 


ag Wha AS Suen fee go fx wt de! J nme ait 
aga, fost ust @ Hes woe dar usu we fed wus wm 
eT UNTSHT 3% HS AHS! Ud A. Het fAw At uUsHet fot 
@ Ug HS 3 AU AAs ct sgt udu S nmuat vet ast 
fact Sat det Gus § fuss 3 ae vet wag des S Ht 
UHH BS AS et GAS CAS JS! us Toast TH sat fee 
feng nieae faa 3: Wd ae mo so fag at uv 3g 
3a oti fea fliaes Huns se F neds as ATH 
adits Afoa, ust 33411 

od adts! Het fee/ Aa fowrs/ Ad uret feg ys THE 
ada fAdst HHS AS Ho fed ufsst At Je odt dt ws 
Ag wmué ads @ Ho ot ot foo J aet! fea -fitae- 
HUH eS WE Wes 3 dae nrfea & as aH st ust tt 
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oat fed vs _ Fe IS1se ae fan Hoe chat oret feu 


ae fen + nia ‘fyact? 3 vet met 3 far At aeaet 
yatta fgact 3 se fae Saet (As 3 AS) fener 
= use do fis args Ue det Rest F 31 fRaet FH 
fre osu fea aet A udsst adt? 

ont 3 ufs Gun ufs ant vet aA get ufss uf 
aot AHTET HI 1 II fgact ffs F Ofer we g we walt 
aot af marsdt we fs femrsit oats wfsa, ust 
857 Il 

fen Hea fea ast Atos fRadct & HBeE TFSst F Be 
Js fae HAfas & wen ‘foad? S uATSt wT wen ‘33’, 
HAfas t Ben ‘aca’ S uUret w ‘as’ ufenr do CA dt 
afar go 

v ufss! fae ato ( aH & ats 6 osarfent BA fet 
mea foaset 3, A oeavat Ye ag Vets Ai at t 
adse feg sds nr we si feg Bu nem au @ yds 
fea dt mar ait 3 fae fen adhe Ho eI) ae a 
Ast su wet J Ae fEA Ate oS Ho Ze/ fhe famr JI 
Jide ust Sd fa Ca Rae A mea fas 7 GH Te TI 
Afsag ot fifter oes ga wae 3 H vmuet fxadt feo 
fest o are vivsst fos usH ag fest o 3 HS TIA we 
fea yg ct As aaet fen ot oI 

we fact ferfe agfsi a8 aGar fava at SfsiH: 
5, Uat 394 Il 

fee Ft adt w usee Rest FT! Ts neAs te at 
mre Js fa d set! SA Hfenrt-feAst & He BS fESat 
ust ofiet 3, CH a fers TA ow adt sett I 3 Oa 
Het ast Fact TI 

feg avet onda fu dat oes oH ct fenrfime age 
Aer fu sourer Ft dat afoe eet for gg oso Hfoe 6 
‘on’ ufset uus atst 3 wet anne fea feet) set 
unudia ftw adt afse sit f& ae AG sos uss St 
‘on’ ct uust wet wat ct oe dt adt? A gewat 
as dad sag ga Atea ot uss dt usu di fess 
3H far ate Ate geret & core St Es 7d: 

TH OH Tug Sfeursi Teseat east wa wists feA wet 
3 fe oH ufeeT3 il Rist 1066} | 

ge mete fen de du nf fen A. Het fAw sonter At dt 
MAS SHets S Sar adet TI 

q. Ae’ fHu sous at afse set avet india fAw Ht 
37S Sus d fa ¥ Bos Fe fea A on ct oret ws 
aeer ger At feg modi flu Set afse Br Hees at 
H Gf SH gost on AE ct fect 3 met 3 
ees/nfns dt far age At 3 win SI via mm 1991 


K. T. F. of N. A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762 30 


The Sikh Bulletin 


Ss ame ufsat ea THs at 1991 fea Ae wrt fas Fw 
fed de Ai st faust Huss Ha At AS aw a sss 
de wea geo At 3 afde At fa oet wfos At om tt 
gat aHTet age gol set afer wet edt We fed oH t 
MMA Hdd US Ae Je gS Td TF wed IT we vs GS 
a mod dtu a ret vs 3H nee fee afte de At 
fa HoH At A st Ca da-ea adem TT 
at de odt fas A. Het fAw sone at aet de dt are 
a ad safe iscHes At fea TH vu dt ad! nda Aw 
ddt & Une HES A. Ae fAw Bas fsudct qusfse wa 
nrue tt tesd fea wat tue do a awit age Je ASS 
A. wind fru dot wrué wrehot 3 afte de Ao fo wet 
fea Ho A fan AUAS SHoAt w yet BET J, A. AS 
fu sous at & Ast FSar| Su we Ages Tt Cat aH 
Hott & nue aH ag Td TSI udt serie feo ont A. 
undia fiu at dat § fous wet Sost atst 31 ae mt 








me ot] Ades aaes fiu des dot 3 wd A. Aer fu 
sone dat ae fhorfeor o1 fea Gu ug w Hea afse 
ar H odt weet faH Jes Sl This is my personal 
property, get out, get out, get out | 


fa Hast ot sadbus SAS | 

Masa 2007 6 A. Het fAw At 3 wea St. FT 
ust fex uct otuet Ane et feafsodedt ofsti fener 
dda aet Sut 3 3 fea Ara tor fans fesr? 

ufsst wes 2007 6 SHY wets, Aarret us 
atst| wget a wy fans fest? 

fiz dt as sost 30 Fas mic, fAost 
goteatict wet udtet et J, faret ots 5-7 ads J 3 
Goledfhet ct Cardt 3 Zt act ads de way red 
ot fae nirfenr? 

Ades At mete ae AHSTeS Vs! favst aa os Ht 
mote Ba Ades At fas AHSTCsd? 

ua fund Tg gu da SH S nits YA Ado F 
feg on wag odt urea? on ot ht 3? at on Set Sa 
dm 3? at om adh veg 3, 3S 0, we ae ues Z, 
frost Unt forfour 3 far Hou S ow oe tat d 3 fed 
‘oH’ Bod Sdt mea? 

A. Ae faw u afos fAw & net 3 fenrage 
sarge TS uT um Sor To meat wer char rust 
Arete www.simran.info 3 uvet et 8S JS! AS feat 
ufent fame fax ot aauat ni2-Ae om fedt met o st 
feat ae aet Fea adt Ht fata ag aoa AfoE niug 
He? maet fea usrst feo fia edt ease us 3 & ect 
Ag a sug gu wse Us! Av at wet oog mmy AG 


Whiok Bot 


Hug-ug ust asanndt 
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Hetent Av ot 8s W2NSISI (st 723} MAS fee As 
fea 3 fa ws Tmt ns of uss Ast SU. wfos fA 
wed odt! A nin fhu nas Ast whim g sos & dat 

ue dt afm ag fas 3 stu. Afos few dt sdas 
JI 

Heed At utue fasvafent & fue’ uA wruet 

3 fed fomret act aa feat det st fest Ga st age 
Saas us fest wud we ust weardt act 
fest | fea na usta feo Se dues Ages finsarts 
fiu we t 8% aH ade Td Js Ae Gu edivae MM. ut. 
HO! feat 3 fos Few frag at ager ode J, Ure 
‘g Bot ddadt AY feat 3 ue ae aA a eae Tt fuer 
ode d| fsudt Huse wet, frat ct Aw ae fea 
Gans ese feos anos dg I de 7 PS fAag aga 
aod weet TI 
mutd fed fast You fomrat nue fan Aza Oo TesHtat 
awe fen sgt a zgset odt adtet Sa yon fomrat ct 
Tes Ig Aloe & fen sa eet o: 
H: 1 ASA A Ate, ufs wet Whe AS JaH AS fae 
uf= || fuer 142} feat 3 ge") sot At nove sus Atos 
fea fst 13.10.06 6 Un fAw Afores oH feazsr Tet 
fan fes ust oud f¥o aet Ae faw sare es aoa 
aig w ru agge ct acta fect gents nies adt oI 
feR aga fay Hast ASS dfoeiffu Hast 4 A fre 
Hofhas fee wos fase J si ude fan usd t fhae 
cH fi] JJ da www.gurgranthdarpan.com, 


www.sikhmarg.com and www.singhsabhacanada.com 
37e 3 cs ws THS Ad! Use| 
ag Ue a oA, qavde fiw (fase eer) dues | 
. ak ok 2k ek 
K.T.F Income Expense Statement 2007 
Donations received: 


UD ¢ 


>) 





Harbhajan Singh, Wesley Chapel, Florida............... 121.00 
Saurabh R. Singh, Elliott City, Maryland................ 250.00 
Gurbir Singh Cheema, McDonough, Georgia.......... 150.00 
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund, Boston (Anonymous)1000.00 
Jaginder Singh Ramdev, Grayslake, Illinois.............. 50.00 
Ujagar Singh Gill, Arlington Heights, Ilinois............ 50.00 


Gujinder Singh Bhasin, Richmond Hill, New York...100.00 
Gurinder Singh Sahni, Richmond Hill, New York.....101.00 
Avtar Singh Sidhu, Windsor, Ontario, Canada........... 50.00 
Col. Avtar Singh, Scarborough, Ontario, Canada...... 101.00 
Hardev Singh Shergill, El Dorado Hills, California..8000.00 














Total Receipts during 2007...............c cece eee ee 9973.00 

Carry over from 2006................sseeeee eee eee ee nese 89.06 

Hota BUNS csi csssdsessachagdeeeavchs obi esey as eats 10062.06 

POtal BXPenses ss sc0snissdativssetlasard iets uiouiles teas 8457.77 

Carry into: 2008 ss doy sobs ssbean noid pees suede Bes Uavea nds 1604.29 
Herkokokek 
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BOOKS FROM KHALSA TRICENTENNIAL FOUNDATION OF NORTH AMERICA INC. 
Realizing the need for correct information about Sikhism in the English language for the benefit of Diaspora 
youth, KTF requested S. Gurbachan Singh Sidhu, UK, to revise some of his books and write new ones. Mr. Sidhu 
is one of the founders of The Sikh Missionary Society of UK and Guru Nanak Charitable Trust, Mullanpur 
Mandi, Ludhiana. Of the many books and pamphlets in English that he has authored we have been able to afford 
to publish only four: 

1. Sikh Religion and Christianity — 110 pages 

2. Sikh Religion and Islam — 153 pages 

3. An Introduction to Sikhism — 76 pages 

4. Panjab and Panjabi — 177 pages 
These are excellent books for Sikhs and non Sikhs alike. Reading these books you will get the real meaning of 
Sikhi, something that Gurdwaras have miserably failed to teach. These books are for free distribution. We invite 
our readers in the USA to order any combination of 40 books for a donation to KTF of $100.00, including postage, 
and distribute them free to their family, friends, local sangats or schools operated by Gurdwaras. Your donation 
will help in the publication of The Sikh Bulletin. 

oh 2 ok ok 
TEACH YOURSELF GURBANI. FOLLOWING TWO SOURCES ARE EXCELLENT: 

1. www.srigranth.org This website will help you find page number of a shabad in Gurmukhi, English, 
Devanagari and Transliteration; and also to Panjabi translation by Prof Sahib Singh. 


2. www.gurugranthdarpan.com This site carries the Panjabi translation of GGS by Prof Sahib Singh. 
2k 2k 2k ok ok 


Salinder Singh Salindera of Australia has produced two movies, ‘“Zafarnama” and “Birth of Khalsa”. The latter 
is also available in Panjabi. In Australia they can be obtained from Raj Mahal Productions 

rajmahal @ozemail.com.au Pacific Highway, Woolgoolga, NSW, Australia. Tel: 61 2 6654 1149; Fax: 61 2 6654 2922. 
In USA: Kuldeep Singh Cloty, 1953 Bradley Estates Drive, Yuba City, CA 95993. Tel: (530) 237-6095. In the USA 
price is $10.00 each plus postage 


Khalsa Tricentennial Foundation of North America Inc. 
3524 Rocky Ridge Way 
El Dorado Hills, Ca 95762 


Address 
Label 
Here 


If you do not wish to receive this bulletin, please write ‘do not mail’ across the label and return to sender. 
If you wish for someone else to receive it, please provide us with their mailing address. Thank you. 
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